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HILLTOP NEWS

Luther at Diet of Worms Anton Von Werner 1877

We are celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Diet of Worms. Luther stated on
April 18, 1521 the following “Unless | am convinced by the testimony of the
Scriptures or by clear reason (for | do not trust either in the pope or in councils
alone, since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted
themselves), | am bound by the Scriptures | have quoted and my conscience is
captive to the Word of God. | cannot and will not recant anything, since it is neither
safe nor right to go against conscience. May God help me. Amen”
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April Birthdass

101 Julie Tevnor

4+ 02 Susie Sutherland

4 04 D-Ann Gaiger

404 Tonsa Gaiger

405 Wade Hopkins

409 Melissa Shade Maundy Thursday Services will be on Aprill at 7 PM
+ 10 Charlie Britton Offering will be given to Contact ot Crawtord County
410 Trevor Seif ) '
4 11 Brad Stuckman

4 13 Jenniter Geiger

+15 Hans Sclxcmir Good Friday Services will be on April 2 at 7 PM. Ottering
417 Ariel Bloomfield will be given to American Cancer Society Road to
418 Betty Ptleiderer Recovery.

418 Alan Leonhardt i

4/18 Kathy Sheets

419 Blake Rittenhour

419 Marjorie Shealy Easter Sunday Service will at 10 AM on April 4. The
4’19 Karen Scherner loose offering will be given to American Cancer Society
4720 Tom Miller Road to Recovery.

421 Caeden Pfeifer

422 Rachel Webber

4723 Brady Sheets

424 Nick Rowland [f you have someone graduating from high school or
424 Rhonda Campbell college please bring a picture and small write up

425 Florice Leonhardt to the office. They will be used in a future Newsletter.
4/25 Justice Leonhardt Thank you.

4/27 Dorothy Schott
4/29 Steven Kocher

We welcome Michael & Janelle Grube to our St. Paul
Church family. They transferred their membership from
. ) _ Hope Lutheran Church Shiloh to St. Paul. We are glad
April Anniversaries to have you join us.

Jim & Helen Luidhardt

Matt & Kayla Klime

Mike & D-Ann Geiger

Mark & Julie Teynor
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Church Council will meet after worship on Sunday,
April 11.



St. Paul Lutheran Evangelical Church
2021 Annual Meeting

February 7, 2021

The 2021 Annual Meeting was called to order be George Sheets. Pastor Scherner led the
congregation in devotion. Mike Geiger made a motion to approve the minutes from the 2020
Annual Meeting. Pat Morral seconded the motion. Motion passed.

The 2021 ballot was presented by Dan Feichtner. He reminded the congregation that he
would have liked a few more names on the ballot, but this was who accepted. He opened the
floor up to anyone who wished to put their name on the ballot. There were no volunteers. Eric
Kocher moved to accept the ballot and Dave Robertson seconded the motion. Motion passed.
The results of the ballot are as follows: President- George Sheets, Elder- John Britton, Trustees-
Ken Geiger and Tyler Shade, Deacon- Sam Hopkins, Memorial Committee- Melissa Shade.

Elder’s Report: Mark Ebbeskotte noted that there were no major issues. He wanted to thank
everyone who accepted the nominations for the 2021 ballot. He hopes that next year we will
have more people accepting nominations when asked. He also wanted to thank the congregation
for pulling together and supporting our Church during the trying year.

Auditing Committee: George Sheets reported that all submitted books were reviewed and found
to be in good order. If there were any changes for the next year, these were noted and passed on
to the proper people. The auditing committee was Ben Ackerman, Jim Gerhart, and Mike Hall.

Treasurer Report: Bob Geiger referred to the report as printed, thanking bookkeeper Susie
Sutherland for her work. The checking account balance as of 12-31-19 was $29,114.44.

Deacons Report: Mike Geiger referred to the report as printed. Total giving was $176,194.19
for the year. This was an amazing feat since we were closed a little over four months total this
year due to COVID-19.

Memorial Committee: George Sheets reported that there is $3040.67 in checking and
$19,277.56 in savings.

Women of The Church: Deb Feichtner referred to the report as printed. She reminded people
to sign up for Alter Flowers. Make checks out for $30.00 to the Women of The Church and give
it to Marilyn Long.

Sunday School: Michele Breyley referred to the submitted report. There is $2968.62 in
checking and $4092.70 in savings as of 12/31/20. This is about the same as last year. With
COVID we had less days for Sunday School. We also had less expenses for the year.

Cemetery Report: Mike Geiger referred to the report. He wanted to thank the families who
donated money to the committee.

Youth Group: Carrie Robertson referred to submitted report.




God Squad: George Sheets referred to submitted report. John Pflieder talked about how they
have been making up food bags for people in our Church who have been ill. The God Squad has
been working with Kevin Ruth who is a driver for the Council on Aging. The drivers need help
to pay for the people who can’t afford to pay. They have used our donations to help with this and
to buy gift cards for food for the people who really need help. Kevin Ruth wrote a letter to the
God Squad that was posted in the February newsletter. It is very moving. If you haven’t read it,
you should. It explaines what they are doing for the people in our community. John also wanted
to thank the congregation for their donations. It is greatly appreciated. With out the support of
our congregation, the God Squad wouldn’t be able to help as many people as they do!

Helping Hands: Bev Robertson reported that there is $1,824.34 in the account. If you are a
Thrivent member and you have choice dollars that you have not designated, please contact Mark
Ebbeskotte or herself. She explained that seed money was used to give each Veteran in a nursing
home in Bucyrus a personal pan pizza and a cupcake to honor their service for our country. She
thanked everyone for their donations.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Scherner reported he and Karen enjoy serving our Church and he
enjoys his work.

Jim Gerhart made a motion to accept the above reports and Eric Kocher seconded the motion.
Motion passed.

Old Business: The glazing on the exterior of the Sunday School windows is complete. The
interior plastering by Jacob Campbell, and the painting by Joe Neidermier is complete. Our
computer system crashed last year. Sam Hopkins had a new computer system installed and was
able to transfer material and update the system. We missed 16 Sundays last year. The services
were recorded and put online by Sam Hopkins. The organ had yearly maintence and other repairs
were done at that time.

New Business: Council presented prices to the congregation for repairing stained glass windows
in the front of the Church, and the results of the survey done last year on the air-conditioning,
and repair of down stairs restrooms. The quote for the windows will increase approximately 10%
which is about $600.00. There was discussion about options. It was brought up that our windows
are more than just a window. They are an investment and bring value to our Church. A motion
was made by Jim Luidhardt to repair the windows. Eric Kocher seconded the motion. A paper
ballot vote was done and won with a 100% yes vote. Motion passed. The repairs will come from
the general fund.

The 2021 budget was presented to the congregation for approval. Jim Shade made a motion to
approve the budget and John Britton seconded the motion. The motion passed.

George wanted to thank the council members for serving. He also thanked the congregation for
being understanding this year. We had some trying times but we all stuck it out together!

Mark Ebbeskotte made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mike Geiger seconded the motion.
The motion passed. Next year’s annual meeting will be on January 23, 2022 with a January 30,
2022 as the snow date.

The meeting closed with the reading of Psalm 121 and the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted, Michele Breyley, Secretary



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
February 14, 2021

George Sheets called the meeting to order. Devotions were presented by George Sheets. Members present
were Sam Hopkins, John Britton, Ken Geiger, Tyler Shade, Dan Feichtner, Jim Shade, Michele Breyley, Brian
Evak, Susie Sutherland, George Sheets, and Pastor. Eric Kocher was here to talk about the old stained glad
windows.

Secretary’s Report:  Secretaries report was read by members. Jim moved to accept the minutes; Dan

seconded. Motion passed.

Ircasurer’s Report: George gave the report: checking account has $26,487.71. All the bills are current.

Jim Shade is new treasurer. Ken Geiger is assistant Mike made a motion to accept the report, Jim
seconded. Motion passed.

Deacon’s Report: Mike gave the deacons report. We had one Sunday in January with an attendance of 89

people. There was a total giving for the month of $15,422.46. New Church Envelopes are ordered for
2022,

Trustee’s Report: There is no new business or current problems to discuss. We will help Eric clean
sidewalks and salt parking lot during lent as needed.

Elder’s Report: Dan reported no issues at this time.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor had report of hours if anyone had questions.

Ken made a motion to accept above reports. Sam seconded the motion. Reports were approved.
Old Business: Thank you was read from Dave Halsey.

New Business: Eric Kocher passed out information on CM Quick Sensor from insurance company. It has
been installed and will ring to Eric if there are any problems. He had one of the old stained glass window
panes that were removed during the addition of the Sunday School unit restored. It was a total of $400.00.
He thought it could be displayed in the Church somewhere. Mike made a motion to reimburse Eric for

the window pane. Ken seconded. Motion passed. Lenten services will be on Wednesday evenings at
7:00pm. It was brought to our attention that since COVID-19 19 the “Back Pack” program has been
needed now more than ever. Mike made a motion to donate the loose offering on Palm Sunday to the
“Back Pack” program. Jim seconded the motion. Motion passed. John received a letter after he dropped of
our last donation of food items to the Salvation Army. With our donation and others, they were able to
help 401 people this holiday season and 1258 children’s Christmas gifts. Dan is looking into replacing the
hinges to the exterior door to the Sunday School unit, and the closing mechanism to the interior door to
the Sunday School unit. The closing mechanism is leaking oil.

The next council meeting will be on March 14, 2021. Dan will have devotions. The meeting was closed
with the Lord’ s prayer.

Respecttully submitted, Michele Breyley, Secretary




April Committees are: At Home

\ltu George & Kathy Sheets Herman Seibert Birthday January 9
Visiting: Laura Ackerman 5411 St. Rt. 98
Food: D-Ann Geiger, Susie Sutherland Tiro, Oh 44887

Carlisle Place
Lois Walker Birthday September 13
Room 113 Carlisle Place
1721 Whetstone St.
Bucyrus, Oh 44820
PRAYER CHAIN UPDATE

The new prayer chain was completed by the end of

February. If anyone wishes to be added to the list or

has a prayer request at any time, please contact Deb

Feichtner, call, text 419-492-2215 or email dmfeichtner

a@gmai.com. If you give a prayer request to Joyce or

Pastor, they will also let Deb know and she will

contact all the text and email people. Karen has

volunteered to start the chain for the ~actual™ phone

call people. The results were: 18 to be contacted

by text message; 9 email; and 3 actual phone calls.

Scholarship

Those persons interested in applying for the Robert and Ruby Schimpf Scholarship, can pick up
Scholarship information from Joyce S. in the church office, or see George Sheets. Qualifications include:
Currently enrolled as a college senior (fall of 2021); be an education major; be a full-time student (12 credits
per semester): have a minimum 2.6 GPA: and be an active member of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Sulphur
Springs. If no education majors apply, the scholarship is open to other major fields of study. All forms
should be returned by June 1.

Schimpf scholarship materials will be available starting April 4, 2021. See George or church office of
Scholarship materials.

Thankofferings:

Lent is a time of slowing down and reflecting. In doing so, we are reminded of all the many blessings
given. Today we are beginning our Thankoffering collection. Mission Bank labels are on the cabinet
in the East entrance for you to put on a container of your choice. (It would be helpful if your bank has
a wide opening. That will make it easier for our treasurer.) As you give thanks over the next 8 months.
please share with others by filling your Mission Bank. This money will be used to help the needy in the
Crawford County area in November. Thank you! If you have any questions, ask Karen Scherner or
Margaret Brinkman.



April 2021

Monthly Planner
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
Box 157
Sulphur Springs, OH 44881

“CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED”

April 2021

Church Staff Congregational Council
Hans Scherner....................................... Pastor
Joyce Schanzenbach.......................... ... Secretary Jim Shade Dan Feichtner
Kathy Sheets................................. Organist | John Britton Tyler Shade
Karen Schimpf................... Assistant Organist Shawn Auck Ken Geiger
Susie Sutherland. ......oieeeeinenrensnne Bookkeeper | Mike Geiger George Sheets
Roxanne Shipman........................... Choir | Michele Breyley Sam Hopkins
Cindy Hopkins......................oo.. Bell Choir
Charlie Britt.........Sunday School Superintendent
Deb Feichtner... . . .. President, Women of Church
Carrie & Amber Robertson..........Youth Advisors :
Jennifer Rinehart .......... Vacation Bible School Congregational Officers
Eric Kocher......................... Custodian .
Church Telephone: (419) 562-5858 President........ ... ... Ge_orge Sheets
Parsonage Phone: (419) 562-5262 Secretary ............... MlChele Breyley
E-MAIL :stpaullutheran @embargmail .com Treasurer..................Jim Shade
Web Page: www.stpaulsulphur.com

“Hilltop News™ is published monthly by the community of faith
at St. Paul Lutheran Church,
4707 Ridgeton Rd., Sulphur Springs, OH 44881
Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Communion First Sunday Of The Month




