January 1, 2018

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Several years ago | saw a movie-clip that | have never forgotten. | do not
remember the title of the movie; nor do | recall the point of the movie. Yet one
scene has been imprinted indelibly on my mind. A couple, a young man and
woman, apparently were on their first date. The woman was doing all of the
talking, telling the man all about herself. Without pause, she not only described
all of her accomplishments, but unabashedly took credit for them. Suddenly, her
expression changed. Seemingly, with a new awareness, she looked at her date
stating, “Oh, | am so sorry. | just realized that | have been talking only about
myself. | want to hear from you. What do you think of me?”

Being self-focused and absorbed Is not only a by-product of a life shaped by
our culture, but the very essence of living in a world which puts us at the center—
a world which lives by the old proverb: “...to thine own self be true.” (Polonius)
Accordingly we pretend to be masters of our own lives, drowning in countless
self-help solutions.

In contrast, Scripture challenges us to recognize that it is our sin that makes
us self-centered; and furthermore, the same Scripture encourages us to be of the
same mind as Christ Jesus (Philippians 2: 3-11). More specifically, St. Paul in his
Second Letter to the Corinthians describes us as “new creations” who as a result
of Christ’s reconciliation are already (not just will be) ambassadors for Christ.

(2 Cor. 5: 20). As is true of all ambassadors, they do not and should not represent
their own self-interests, but the Interests of the King who appointed them.

Therefore, if we are ambassadors, should we not do our best to become
the most faithful and effective representatives of our Lord? | hope you agree;
and, with that in mind, in the next three months, we will be looking more closely
at the knowledge, skills, and character of Christ’s ambassadors.

Blessings,

Hans Scherner, Pastor
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January Birthdays
Darren Pfeifer
Tina Seiler

Dan Feichtner

1/04 Clifford Beck

1/05
1/05

Richard Schanzenbach
Paul Ebbeskotte

1/09 Herman Seibert

1/14
1/15
1/15
1/15
1/15

1/18

Irene Martin

Becky Auck

Karen Beck

Bob Siegel

Mandalyn Heckelman
June Geiger

1/19 Pat Morral

1/19 Steve Kocher
1/19 Travis Leonhardt
1/20 John Leonhardt

1/20
1/21
1/21
1/22
1/22
11'[23
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/25
1/27
1/28
1/30
1/30

1/24

Rochelle Leonhardt
Ben Ackerman
Anthony Keller
Marvin Kocher
Cody Ulmer
Darrin Feichtner
LeEtta Green
Becky Webber
Jacob Grau
Christine Shealy
Reegan Leonhardt
Angie Booth
Alice Schimpf
Todd Reftey

January Anniversaries
John & Linda Pfleiderer

Please plan to stay after church January 7 to take down
the Christmas decorations. Everyone will then go to
A local pizza place for lunch.

God Squad will be hosting the Coffee Hour after
worship on January 7.

On January 20 the youth and guests will go to Winter
Jam in Columbus.

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held
January 21. There will be lunch after worship followed
by the meeting.

P

Women's Bible Study will start on January 3 at 9:30 AM,
Following the study the Dorcas Circle will have their
monthly meeting. This study will be on the book of
John and will continue through the month and into the
first couple of weeks of February. It is held each Wednes
day at 9:30 AM. You do not have to go to Circle to
attend these Bible Studies.

Pastor Scherner will have a Bible Study beginning on
January 3 going through February 7. They will be
held from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the church.



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
December 10. 2017

Dave Halsey called the meeting to order. Members present: Michele Breyley. Mark Ebbeskotte, Mike Hall,
Sam Hopkins. John Pfleiderer. Jim Luidhardt. Ben Ackerman. Eric Kocher and Pastor Scherner. John Pfleiderer

shared devotions.

Secretary Minutes: Mike moved Ben seconded the minutes be approved as corrected “D B Pipe Organ of
Westerville”. Motion passed.

Treasurer Report: John reported checking account balance of $40.569.86 with all bills current.
Elders Report: Ballot is a struggle getting members to say ves. have at least one for each position.
Deacons Report:  Sam reported 63 worshipped at Thanksgiving Eve service with 60 communed. Our average

attendance for the month was 119 with 108 communed. The total giving for the month was
$15.304.09. $11,285.61 for current. Thanksgiving giving was $476.00.

Trustee Report:  Ben replaced lights in the church and outside west pole light. Tim put electronic control in our
yellow lights to make them flash again. Exterior work halted till spring. Discussed parking lot

SNowW care.

Pastor Report: ~ Bible Study Jan.3-Feb.7. Ash Wednesday is Feb. 14. 2018. Dave Halsey will be leading worship
December 31.  Eric moved. Mark seconded to approve above reports.

Old Business:  Ben moved. Eric seconded to approve bids for paid positions. motion passed. Council went over
our budget.

New Business:  Plan to have Council dinner. Feb. 18 at Cranberry hills

Next Council meeting Jan. 14, 2018. Dave Halsey will share devotions. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Jim Luidhardt. secretary



GOD SQUAD MINUTES
November 16, 2017

Members present at the God Squad meeting were Mark Schanzenbach,
John Pfleiderer, Susie Sutherland, Charlie and Kate Britton, Dorothy Schott, Hans
and Karen Scherner

Dorothy began our meeting with devotions.

Treasury report is approximately $5100.00

We discussed updates on our church family.

Dorothy and Kate visited our shut-ins this month. We received a donation
from the Ruth’s who so appreciate their visits.

OLD BUSINESS:

John was able to get information from AAA for 1 day trip to the Ark
encounter. A one day trip for transportation, admission fee and lunch at the Ark
would be $143 for an Adult (That figure is based on 30 people attending).
Without lunch the cost would be $126. He also had information from the All
Ways charters which was a little less. We would like to keep the cost around
$100. We could stop at a fast food restaurant for lunch and possibly the God
Squad could provide dinner. On Sunday Mark will explain the trip and pass out a
survey. We will see if anyone is interested.

The school outreach was discussed next. Karen only heard back from
Buckeye Central. They mentioned underwear (all sizes), lice treatment kits, and
hair items such as brushes, combs, etc. as their greatness need. Karen will contact
school representatives again. We will meet after church on December 10" to
finalize the list.

NEW BUSINESS:

We will make cookies with the residents of Carlisle House on February 11,
2018 at 1:30. Since there is no stove, we will make the cookies ahead and let the
residents ice and decorate them. We could possibly include the Sunday School
kids to help make them.

We will try out our Sulphur Springs ice cream outreach on July 26, 2018 to
see how it goes. We can get the ice cream treats at Sams Club or GFS.

Our next meeting will be January 18, 2018. Mark will share the devotions.

Karen Scherner



Rebecca Circle meets thé 4irst Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM at the church.

Dorcas Circle meets the first Wednesday of each month at the Church at 9:30 AM. January meeting will be held
on January 3rd. Women's Bible Study will be held before the meeting.
o
Committees for January are Altar: Mike & D-Ann Geiger
Visiting:  Roxanne Shipman.
Greeter:  Mike & D-Ann Geiger
Food: Barb Kocher. Helen Luidhardt, Joyce Bloomfield

Dear St. Paul Helping Hands.

Thank you for vour gt of $250.00 for 2017. Your gift has helped us continue helping children with medical
needs that would otherwise go untreated. We will continue to help each child that comes into our care with clean
water. education, and future medical needs as they arise. We can change the world helping one child at a time!
We are always looking for more fundraising ideas or assistance with missions. if God has laid this on your heart.
Thank vou again!

God Bless.

Holly Christini, President and Founder of Into The Heart Into The Home

Coffee Hour is held after worship one Sunday a month. All are invited to stay for fellowship and refreshments.

January 7 God Squad
Februarv 4  Dartball Team
March 4 Choir

April 1 Youth Group Easter Breakfast

Mary 20 Women of the Church

June 24 Youth Group Red. White & blue Sunday
July None

August None

September  Sunday School Rally Day

October St. Paul Helping Hands Adopt a Family

November 4 Bell Choir
November 18 Youth Group Pumpkin Pie Sunday
December  Christmas Breakfast



Board Meeting Sunday, December 3, 2017

Betty called the meeting to order after church on Sunday, December 3rd. There
were 7 members present. She opened the meeting by reading a devotion on
Happiness.

Marilyn gave the treasurer’s report with all bills being paid. The treasury
has a balance of $2,187.32. She has had 12 reservations turned in so far for the
February 10th Women's Retreat at Pickwick Place. She will reserved 1 table so
far and will send the other 2 individual reservations in.

The Mission Action team of Margaret Brinkman and Karen Scherner gave
their report. Approximately 43 shoe boxes were filled; 50 to 60 canned items
were received and delivered to the Salvation Army; $256.00 cash and rolled
coins were received with the Mission Banks. Karen has to take the loose change
to get counted and added to that amount. The NALC will be giving the money to
the National Disaster Relief Fund.

Barb Kocher mentioned that there is a book store on Rt. 23 that purchases
books. She discussed selling them the remainder of the cookbooks left (possibly
4 boxes) and getting some money for them, even though it won't be the total
amount. It wasn't decided what to do for sure yet.

Vice President, Joy, announced that the upcoming Women’s Christmas meeting
will be held Tuesday, December 12th at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is asked to bring a
kitchen towel (can be Christmas if you wish) and also a canned item to donate to
the Salvation Army. Tom Bush will provide the entertainment of Christmas music.
Joy asked and it was agreed by all, that we give Tom a $50 gift card for his time.
Betty said that Joy has agreed to remain our Vice President for next year.

Betty turned in the 2018 Program Circle book to Joyce to be printed. There are a
couple of vacant visiting spots and one greeter month open.

There was discussion and a motion made by Barb and seconded by Margaret to
disperse the following money. Born $200; Jerricho House $200; Good Hope
Radio Fund $200; Salvation Army $200; and the John & Mandi Boyer Family,
who recently had a house fire in Sulphur Springs, $50 Bob Evans gift card; and a
$150 gift card to Walmart. Deb will get a card for them and contact Red Cross to
get their address.



Women’s Christmas Party Held

Joy Britton and Dorothy Schott were the chair ladies that hosted the Christmas Party.
There were 16 women and 1 man that attended. The fellowship hall was beautifully
decorated with pines, candles and a program and white stocking at each place. Joy
welcomed everyone that braved the cold and came. Dorothy gave devotions. There
was a card by each stocking which Joy read aloud. It was a stocking for Jesus and to
remember to fill HIS stocking as well this Christmas.
Amazing music was presented by Tom Bush. The ladies were welcome to sing along to
some of the more traditional Christmas Carols. Joy presented him with a thank you
gift from the women for his time and talent given to our church.
Betty led the memorial service for the ladies who have passed since our Christmas
meeting last December. They were: Donna Leonhardt, Susan Martens, Janet Shuck and
Dorothy Regula. Before Helen lit a candle for each of them, Betty read some memories
of each lady and a Bible verse that described their character.
Betty then installed the new board and circle officers for 2018.
Everyone that attended was asked to bring a dish towel. Numbers were placed on
each towel, then the ladies each drew a number out of the basket to receive their new
towel.
Delicious and festive refreshments were prepared by Joy and Dorothy which were
enjoyed by all.
The offering for the evening was $119.00.

Deb Feichtner, Secretary
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