March 1, 2018

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In his monograph, “ABC—Ambassadors for Christ—The Essential Skills”
Gregory Koukl emphasizes the importance for us to recognize that as believers
we already are ambassadors, and as ambassadors, we are being used by God who
speaks through us. (1 Cor. 5:20). Accordingly we have the awesome privilege of
proclaiming the message of reconciliation. As Eugene Peterson states in
contemporary language, “God...gave the world a fresh start by offering
forgiveness of sins”...and “has given us the task of telling everyone what he is
doing. We are Christ’s representatives. God uses us to persuade men and
women to drop their differences and enter into God’s work of making things right
between them. We are speaking for Christ himself now: Become friends with
God; he’s already a friend with you.” !

If, indeed, we have the privilege, then we also have the duty to
communicate God’s message in a manner which will not detract from God’s
purposes. More specifically, Gregory Koukl argues that we must be skilled in
three areas:

1. We must have knowledge; that is, we must be thoroughly acquainted with
the God of Scripture, the God who acts;

2. we must exercise wisdom; that is, we must use our knowledge with
sensitivity and for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom; and,

3. we must be persons of character; that is, we must be persons of virtue and
maturity. The way we live will either enhance or diminish God’s message in

the eyes of the beholders.

In the next three months we will explore and develop these three areas more
completely. In the meantime ask yourself, “How are you doing in these areas?
Where do you need to improve in order to be both a more effective and faithful

ambassador?”



Blessings,

Hans Scherner, Pastor

(1) Gregory Koukl, “ABC—Ambassadors for Christ—The Essential Skills” ( p4
and 5) Stand to Reason 2002

(2) Eugene H. Peterson, The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language.
(Colorado Springs:Navpress, 2002.) p.2101



March Birthdays
3/02 Mark Teynor
3/02 Cory LaRue

3.08 Steve Seif

3/11 Rhonda Evak
3/12 Elijah Reffey
3/12 Andrew Johnson
3/13 Ross Newcome
3/16 Walter Schimpf
3/16 Tom Widman
3/18 Don Knappenberger
3/19 Russell Brevley
3/19 Doug Ebbeskotte
3/19 Hanah Wilson
3/21 Jacquie Stuckey
3/21 Sarah Gilbert
3/21 Branson Scott
3/21 Brock Scott
3/23 Jim Shade

3/23 Charlie Britt
3/24 Nancy Allamon
3/24 Eric Kocher
3/24 Victoria Shipman
3/26 Angela Rayborn
3/27 Dorothy Brause
3/29 Randi Webber
3/30 Carla Seif

3/30 Bob Geiger

3/30 Todd Billings
3/31 Lois Leonhardt
3/31 Janel Brause

March Anniversaries
7 Larry & Jenny Leonhardt
6 Brad & Nancy Stuckman
0 Richard & Chris Krahling
3/21 Hans & Karen Scherner

3/0
3/1
3/2

We welcome Chi Lykens and son Dawson
to our church family. They transferred from
Good Hope Lutheran. Bucyrus.

We extend our sympathy to the family of Phyllis Ross
who passed away February 12. Services were held at
Munz Prinstill on I'ebruary 17. Internment was in
Oakwood Cemetery, Bucyrus. Pastor Scherner officiated

Congratulations to Eric & Sarah (Reffey) Gilbert on

the birth of their daughter, Adalyn Grace. She was born
January 24, 2018. Grandparents are Jim & Shari Milks.
Great Grandparents are Marvin & Barb Kocher.

Coffee Hour on March 4th will be held after worship.
It will be sponsored by the choir.

Dartball Tournament will be held on March 5 at beginnin
At 7:30. Tt will be held at Col. Crawford High School.
The Dartball Banquet will be March 12 at Calvary U.C.C
beginning at 6:30

On March 11 the God Squad and St. Paul Youth will be
having the 2nd Annual Quiz Bowl. It will begin at 3pm.
Sign up sheets to participate on a team are in the East
entrance. All are welcome to either be on a team or

in the audience. Pizza will be served after the game.

Lenten Services will continue on Wednesday evenings
at 7:530. Offering will be divided between the Salvation
Army and BORN.

Confirmation will be held on Palm Sunday. March 25.

Maundy Thursday services will be held at 12 noon and
7:30. Offering will be given to Contact Crawford County

Good Friday worship will be at 7:30 with offering given
To American Cancer Socicty Road to Recover. Crawtord
County.



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes

Feb. 11,2018

Dave Halsey called the meeting to order. Devotions were presented by Mark. Members present
were Mark Ebbeskotte, Eric Kocher. Sam Hopkins, Dan Feichtner, Tim Miller, and Doug
Ebbeskotte. Pastor Scherner and Susie Sutherland were also present. Sam will present devotions
next month.

Secretary’s Report: Sam made a motion to approve the minutes as printed and Mark seconded.
Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Tim reported that all bills are current. The checking account balance is
$45.875.

Deacon’s Report:  Sam reported an average attendance of 105 for the month. The communion
count was 95. The total giving for the month was $14.156, with $10,876 current giving.

Trustee’s Report: The motor on the organ humidifier has been acting up so a replacement will
be purchased.

Elder’s Report: Mark relayed a request from the God Squad to have the singing group Scioto
Ridge Boys perform at a service this year. Eric made a motion to have them perform on Sept. 30
and that the loose offering that day be donated to them. Tim seconded. Motion passed. Lunch
will also be served that day.

Pastor’s Report: The mid-week Lenten services are approaching. Ash Wednesday services are
at 12:00 and 7:30. The other services begin at 7:30. This year’s theme is The Lies Christians
Like to Believe.

Mark made a motion to approve the preceding reports and Sam seconded. Motion passed.

Old Business: Dave has completed a draft for the fee schedule for non-members using the
church. Sam presented a proposal for the purchase of a portable sound system for $550. Mark
made a motion to approve this purchase and Doug seconded. Motion passed.

New Business: A tentative date of October 21 was set for the Over 70 luncheon.
Sam presented some prices for the possible purchase of a defibrillator.

The next council meeting will be held on Mar. 11. The meeting was closed with the Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully submitted. Eric Kocher, Secretary



Mid-Week Lenten Services
Lies/Half Truths We Love to Believe

Rebecca Circle Meeting for March will be March 6 at 7 PM March 7  “Being Spiritual Is Better
Bible Study: Joy Britton Than Being Worldly™
Devotions:  Joy Britton (Colossians 3:17-24)
Hostess: Joy Britton March 14 “If You Don’t Share Christ
With Someone It Is Your
Dorcas Circle will meet March 7 at 9:30 AM at the church IFault if That Person Goes
Bible Study: Betty Ebbeskotte To Hell”
Devotions:  Betty Ebbeskotte (Ezekiel 3:18-19)

March 21 “Good People Go To Heaven™
(Luke 23:39-43)
Committees for March
Altar: Cindy Hopkins. Jen Rinehart
Visiting:  David & Kathy Halsey
Greeters: Joyce Bloomfield.
Food: Bev Robertson. Betty Ebbeskotte

New Opportunity for Women’s Mission:

Mark vour calendars for March 18th. We invite all St. Paul women to gather for lunch and fellowship after
church. Then we will work together making school backpacks for children in Haiti. (No sewing expertise is
required.) Come join the fun!

Thankofferings: Lent is a time of slowing down and reflecting. In doing so. we are reminded of all the many
blessings we have been given. Today we are beginning our Thankoffering collection. Mission Bank labels
are being handed out for vou to put on a container of vour choice. As vou give thanks over the next 8 months
please share with others by filling your Mission Bank. This money will be used to help others in the Crawford
County arca in November. Thankoffering Sunday will be November 18th. Extra Mission Bank labels are
available on the East entrance cabinet. Thank vou.

Words cannot express our thanks to the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church and St. Paul Helping Hands
for vour participation in the 2017 Adopt-A-Resident Program. Wishing you a IHappy New Year and lots of
joy in the days ahead!

The Luther Home of Mercy Family

St. Paul Lutheran Church.
Thank you for your loving donations for Ainata. She will have many improvements to her everyday life.
Clean water, a sturdy home. solar panels and an education are being provided with your support. Most
importantly her village is learning about the love of Christ for the first time.

God Bless You,

Love, Holly and Ainata
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Dear Friends of The Father’s Hands Extended Soup Kitchen

What an honor it is to serve hot meals to the poor of this region with you. Many
broken hearted pecople are ministered to through your generous donations of food.
finances. paper products and service. There is a scripture in Proverbs 19:17 that
simply states: He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him
for what he has done. We here at The Father’s Heart Healing Center thank you for
your support and you will be rewarded by the Lord. That will be the greatest thank
you of all!

Many Blessings.

Pastor Dan Rebon
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Friends at St. Paul.

Thank you very much for your generous gift. We are humbled and blessed to have your
ongoing support.

Warmest regards in Christ.

Jean Cohrs.

Executive Director
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Dear Friends.
This year marks the 90th anniversary of L.uther Home of Mercy! We love to tell the story
of the many blessings we have received through the decades and we are. of course, thankful
for them all. The thoughtful support of caring friends is especially valued. Our ministry

has been and continues to be sustained by meaningful visits, devout prayers and many. many
acts of kindness. Thank yvou for taking the time to be thoughtful. with vour 2017 gift of
$510.00 to Luther Home of Mercy. In sharing your blessings with others. you have provided
a witness to the Gospel message.

Thank you for your continued generosity.

Teri Rodriguez

President and CEO
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Thank you for your gift of $1,175.00. Your financial contribution helps advance the King's
Work. As your missionaries bring the Gospel to those least likely to have hear. believed or
benefitted from its saving and transforming power.

Diedone and Serafina Panzo

T e e e e B R P U A P A A P A

Thank vou for your financial support over the past year of $1.500.00 to The Philadelphia
Project.

Blessings.

Rev. Raymond Garcia

Ex. Director and Founder
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March 2018

1

Worship 10AM

Feh 2018 Apr2018 3
_S M T W T F S S M T WT F S
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 § 9 10 11 12 13 14
112 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
25 26 27 28 29 30
|
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
: Coffee Hour Dartball Prayer Meeting Dorcas Circle
J‘ after worship Tournament 6:30 PM 9:30 AM
| sponosred by 7:30 Col ) ‘
the Choir Crawford Rebecca Circle Lenten Service
7PM 7:30
Sunday School
9AM
Worship 10 AM
; Church counci Dartball Lenten Service
| after worshio Banquet 6:30 at 7:30
| Calvary UC.C
I Quz Bowl 3 PM
Sunday School 9
; AM

18
Sunday School
9AM

Worship 10 AM

'8

20

21

Lenten Service
7:30

22

God Squad 7
PM

23

25

Sunday School
9AM

Worship 10 AM

26

27

29

Maundy
Thursday
worship 7:30
PM

30

Good Friday
worship 7:30

31
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