February 1, 2018

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In last month’s Newsletter, we began a short series on being Christ’s
ambassadors. The Apostle Paul makes that assertion in his Second Letter to the
Corinthians. He states, “Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ...” (2 Cor. 5:20).
In order to understand Paul’s assertion, we need to look at the larger context.
More specifically, we will look closely at 2 Cor. 5:14-18.

First, in verse fourteen (14), Paul declares that the “love of Christ compels
us” (NIV) motivates our ministry. It is not clear whether Paul is referring to our
love for Christ or Christ’s love for us. In view of the remaining part of verse 14,
Paul more likely than not is referring to Christ’s love for us; that is, Paul is
expanding on his assertion that Christ loves us by sharing his conviction that
Christ “died for all...” For Paul Christ’s death on our behalf is not merely an
illustration but a demonstration of Christ’s love for us. So also it is for us. Christ’s
love must be the foundation for our ministry.

Second, in verse fifteen (15) Paul contends that we no longer live for
ourselves, but for Christ; that is, we are not the captains of our soul (2 Cor. 6:19-
20), and while we are at it, we can throw away Frank Sinatra’s rendition of “My
Way.”

Third, in verses sixteen and seventeen (16 & 17), Paul challenges us to view
no one—including Christ and ourselves—from a worldly point of view. Old ways
of thinking are no longer pertinent and even more importantly they are no longer
necessary. Why? Because Christ has ushered in a new era, making it possible for
us to be new creations.

Finally, in verse eighteen (18), Paul reiterates what he has been
emphasizing; namely, “all this is from God” who, in Christ, initiated a change in
our relationship; that is, God reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation.

Now that we have reviewed the foundation on which Paul bases his claim
that we are ambassadors, we will in March shift our focus to verses nineteen (19)
through twenty one (21) and explore the implication of being ambassadors who
have the ministry of reconciliation.
Blessings,

Hans Scherner, Pastor
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February Birthdays
2/01 James Gearhart
2/01 Keith Britton
Danielle Gaeta
2/05 Timothy Miller
2/05 Jerad Seif
2/05 Kyle Jenks
Dennis Cleland
Kermit Kibler
2/07 Joyce Kocsis
2/07 Nathan Bloomfield
2/08 Jill Rittenour
2/08 Allison Johnson
Beth Peace
Ryan Main Jr.
Emery Plaman
2/15 Tyler Rittenhour
2/17 Carl Rinehar
2/18 Mark Schanzenbach
Shelly Kocher
Andrea O’ Connor
2/21 Stephnie Scott
2/23 Evie Kibler
George Shade
Shawn [eonhardt
2/24 Jason Geiger
2/24 Adam Grau
2/26 Jennifer Rinehart
2/27 Terry Pfleiderer
2/27 Brian Morrison
Sarah Leonhardt

Ash Wednesday will be February 14. Services will be
held at 12 noon and 7:30. Offering will be given to
Women of the Church. The rest of the Lenten Services
offering will be divided among Salvation Army and
BORN. Maundy Thursday will be given to Contact
Crawford County and Good Friday will go to Cancer
Society Road to Recovery.

February Anniversaries
2/05 Tom & Nan Kibler
2/07 Richard & Janet Harer
2/14 Don & Ruth Knappenberger
2/14 Don & Norma Wilson
2/22 Charles & Margaret Brinkman
2/23 Russell & Michele Breyley
2/27 Eric & Shelly Kocher

We extend our sympathy to Kermit & Evie Kibler
on the death of Kermit's sister, Marjorie Calhoun in
Norwalk. She passed away January 18, 2018

January 21 the annual congregational meeting was held
After church. A light lunch was served by Barb Kocher,
Joyce Bloomfield and Helen Luidhardt.

The election of ofticers was held . Those elected to
offices were Carl Rinchart & Bob Geiger for Trustee,
Dan Feichtner for Elder. Doug Ebbeskotte for Deacon
and Teresa Bush for Memorial Committee.

Thank you to those going off council for all their work
The past few years. They are Michele Breyley. Jim
Luidhardt, John Pfleiderer and Mike Hall.



Rebecca Circle Meeting for February will be February 6 at 7 PM.
Bible Study: Kate Bnitton
Devotions: Kate Britton
Hostess: Kate Britton

Dorcas Circle will meet on February 7 at 9:30 AM
Bible Study will be presented by Karen Scherner on the book of John.

Committees for February

Altar: Tim & Cathy Miller

Visiting: Jim & Helen Luidhardt

Greeter: Dorothy Schott. Betty Vance

Food: Barb Kocher, Helen Luidhardt. Joyce Bloomfield

To Our Church Family,
Your generosity is always heartwarming and humbling. Thank vou so much for vour gift! Each one of
vou is very dear to us. It’s a joy and privilege to serve with you. Praying your 2018 overflows with His
blessing!

Love.

Hans & Karen



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
January 14,2018

Dave Halsey called the meeting to order and shared devotions. Members present: Michele Brevley, Mark
Lbbeskotte, Mike Hall, Sam Hopkins. Jim Luidhardt, Ben Ackerman. Tim Miller, Eric Kocher. Pastor Scherner
and Susie Sutherland was also present.

Secretary Report:  Eric moved, Ben Seconded to accept minutes as printed. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Tim Miller reported checking account balance of $41.230.19 with all bills current. Mark
moved. Eric seconded to accept report. Motion passed.

Elder’s Report: Ballot complete. Elder—Ken Geiger, Dan Feichtner,
Deacon—Michele Breyley, Doug Ebbeskotte
Trustee—Carl Rinchart, Bob Geiger, Steve Rittenour
Memorial committee—Randi Webber. Angie Hall, Teresa Bush

Decacon Report: Sam reported an average attendance for the month of 109 with 107 communed. We had 190
for Christmas Eve Service. Giving for the month was $26.786.72 with $19.892 .45 given for
Current. Christmas eve offering was $2.309.00.

Trustee Report: John is working on a safety rail for in the choir loft. Tim replaced safely light on stage area
in the fellowship hall. Discussed light replacement in secretary office.

Pastor Report: Pastor will be speaking at Men’s Breakfast at the Bucyrus Hospital February 14 at 7:00 AM.
Services for Lent will begin with Ash Wednesday. February 14. with a 12:00 service and a
7:30 evening service. Pastor will have message of “Christian Lies We Love to Believe™.

Eric moved. Sam seconded to approve above reports, motion passes.
Old Business: Continued discussion of non-member church fees. council dinner and exterior of church.

New Business: Discussed small crosses people are seeing in friends yards. Investigating as a project for us. Sam
Moved. Mark seconded the offering on Ash Wednesday go to Women of the Church. the remaining Lenten services
will be divided between the Salvation Army and BORN. Maundy Thursday will go to Contact Crawford County
and Good Friday offering to American Cancer Society Road to Recovery Crawford County. Motion passed.
Sam is checking into portable sound system for fellowship hall. use for Bible study or church picnic as few uses.
Bells being sent in after Easter for cleaning and maintenance. Ben moved. Tim seconded to approve 2018 budget,
motion passed. Next council meeting will be February 11. Mark will share devotions. We closed with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Secretary, Jim Luidhardt



St. Paul Lutheran 2018 Annual Meeting
January 21, 2018

Dave Halsey called the 2018 annual meeting to order. Pastor Scherner opened with prayer. Pastor mentioned
God has challenged us. we don’t have to airbrush oursclves. He wants us to be ourselves. Pastor also referred
to Psalms Verse 2 and John 15 the 5th verse.

Ben Ackerman moved to accept last years minutes. Mike Hall seconded. Motion passed.

Nominating Committee Report: Mark Ebbeskotte thanked members for having their names on the ballot and
his nominating committee: Dan Feichtner and Sam Hopkins. Mike Hall moved
and Ken Geiger seconded to accept the ballot. Motion passed. Elder: Ken Geiger.
Dan Feichtner, Deacon: Michele Breyley, Doug Ebbeskotte. Trustee: Bob
Geiger, Carl Rinehart, Steve Rittenour. Memorial Committee: Randi Webber,
Teresa Bush. Angie Hall.
Auditing Committee: Mark Schanzenbach, Nicole Britton and Jennifer Rinchart were on the Committee. Mark
mentioned the books were all in good order. It was recommended council look into the
Insurance coverage.
Treasurer Report: Tim Miller reported a balance of $41.230.19 with all bills current. Tim thanked John Pfleiderer
Treasurer this past year and Susie Sutherland for her bookkeeping work.

Deacon Report:  Mike Hall referred to his report as printed, he mentioned we are a very giving congregation.

Memorial Committee: Cathy Miller referred to her report as printed.

Women of Church: Betty Ebbeskotte referred to her report as printed. Many open Sundays on flower chart. All

Ladies invited to circle

Sunday School: Report as printed.

Cemetery: Mike Geiger referred to his report as printed.

Youth: Carrie Robertson thanked the congregation for our support through out the vear. Referred to the report as

printed.

God Squad: Mark Schanzenbach thanked the congregation for support the past year. Up coming events: Icing
cookies at Carlisle House in Bucvrus in February. Also outreach in Sulphur Springs for frozen
treats.

Helping Hands: Betty Ebbeskotte mentioned they received a $250.00 grant for helping the schools again. Anyone

with a project in mind come and see us.

Pastor: Pastor mentioned he continues to preach. visit. counsel and lead the congregation.

Eric Kocher moved. Tim Miller seconded to approve above reports. Motion passed

Old Business: Exterior progress mentioned will finish in spring. Northern Oho Rural Water looks to have service
in our area. We sent in 1/2 payment with balance due 30 days prior to start of project.
New Business: Mike Geiger moved to accept 2018 budget. Chris Krahling seconded. Motion passed.

Annual Meeting date January 20 with snow date of January 27. Motion passed.

Election results: Elder: Dan Feichtner. Deacon: Doug Ebbeskotte. Trustee: Bob Geiger. Carl Rinehart. Memorial
Committee: Tercesa Bush.

Eric Kocher moved. Mark Ebbeskotte seconded motion to adjourn 2018 annual meeting. Motion passed.
Respectfully submitted.
Jim Luidhardt, secretary



GOD SQUAD CALENDAR FOR 2018
January 6 —February 3  collect items for local schools
February 11 Cookies at Carlisle
March 11 Quiz Bowl
April 1 Easter Sunrise Service
May 5 God Squad Outing
July 26 Community Outreach at SS
August 19 Cemetery Walk
September 15 Pancake Breakfast
3rd Sunday of the month, starting February 18 Highlight Favorite Hymn
Chose your favorite hymms (pick several) and give the list of them
to Marilyn Long, Karen Schimpf, Tom Bush or Mark Schanzenbach
All are welcome to attend these events. Meetings are usually the last
Thursday of the month at 7 pm and are held at the church. Anyone is
welcome to attend or help with the events. More information about the

events will be available as the time gets closer. Watch the bulletin for
details.



On the third Sunday of each month we will be singing our favorite hymns. They can be
From either hymnal or any other source.

Favorite Hymns Author Hymnal/Page

1.

(]

Please return to:

Karen Schimpf, Tom Bush, Marilyn Long or Mark Schanzenbach
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7

10

coffee Hour after Dartball at Prayer meeting Dorcas Circle
warship CrestlineTr. 6.30 9:30 AM
sponosred by Lutheran #1 Rebecca Circle
the Dartball 7PM Pastor's Bible
Team Study
Sunday School
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Cookies at Dartball Home Ash Wednesday
Carlisle House with Shelby 1st Services 12
Church of God. noon and 7:30
Sunday School PM

g AM
Worship 10 AM

18

Council dinner
at Cranberry
Hills

Sunday School
9AM

Worship 10 AM

19

Dartball Home
with Galion 1st
Lutheran

21

Lenten Worship
7:30

Women's Bible
Study 9:30 AM

22

24

25

Sunday School
9AM

Worship 10 AM

26

Dartball Make
up date

28

Lenten Worship
7.30

Women's Bible
Study 9:30 AM
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