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People So Dearly Loved by God,

“but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:31

The heart of summer is upon us! July and August offer us a season to breathe deeply and
remember the goodness of God in the beauty of His creation. The words of Isaiah 40:31
remind us that “those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,” a promise that
speaks beautifully to this season of shifting schedules, travel, family gatherings, and
quieter rhythms. Whether we are near or far, busy or still, God remains present with us and
among us, renewing us.

This summer, | encourage each of us to look for simple ways to stay connected: through
worship, prayer, and care for one another. Is there someone you could make a phone call
toreach out? Is God laying someone on your heart who might need to hear a word of
encouragement or a handwritten card? In a time when people may feel stretched or
disconnected, the church has a beautiful opportunity to be the hands and feet of Christ to
one another and to our community.

July invites us to give thanks for the freedoms and blessings we enjoy, while also
remembering our call to use those gifts in service to others. August turns our hearts toward
preparation and new beginnings as families, students, teachers, and ministries look ahead
to another season of learning, growth, and service. Through it all, we trust that God is
already at work, preparing the way before us, going before us with His gracious mercy.

Thank you for the many ways you continue to support the life and ministry of St. Paul
Lutheran. Your prayers, presence, generosity, and willingness to serve one another and our
community make a difference. May these summer months strengthen our faith, deepen
our fellowship, and renew our joy in following Christ together.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Andrea



July Birthdays August Birthdays

7/01 Lennon Brown 8/02 Jackie LaRue
7/03 Grant Geiger 8/02 Jacob Kocher
7/04 Nadene Heckleman 8/03 Blain Cole
7/07 David Pfleiderer 8/04 Mark Ebbeskotte
7/08 Peggy Gearhart 8/05 Sandra Ulmer
7/09 Petra Leonhardt 8/05 Sandra Armstrong
7/10 Dennis Siefert 8/08 Darren Bush
7/12 Harley Jenks 8/08 Matthew Hall
7/14 Larry Leonhardt 8/10 Kendra Geiger
7/14 Penelope Clements 8/11 Anna Karl
7/16 Sara Bartinikas 8/11 Alex Karl
7/17 Abby Gendron 8/11 Aurora Donnersbach
7/17 Kylie Rittenour 8/15 Carter Scott
7/18 Brady Joy Brown 8/18 Megan Blum
7/19 Fiona Klak 8/20 Roger Leonhardt
7/22 James Larabee 8/20 Rod Leonhardt
7/22 David Halsey 8/20 Michelle Scott
7/22 Carlie Geiger 8/20 Bayleigh Armstrong
7/23 Angie Hall 8/22 Kathy Halsey
7/22 Samantha Auck 8/24 Phyllis Hinamon
7/25 Neely Young 8/25 Daniel Shealy
7/25 Liz Palmer 8/25 Shannon Teynor
7/26 Stephanie Powell 8/26 Patricia Nickleson
7/26 Richard Ulmer 8/26 Matt Stuckman
7/26 Christiana Newcome 8/27 Anna Reftey
7/27 Judy Brause 8/27 Hanna Brennamen
7/28 Jace Feichtner 8/28 Gage Billings
8/29 Aileen Plamann

July Anniversaries 8/29 Garrett Billings
7/01 Richard & Joyce Schanzenbach
7/01 Ryan & Jolene Armstrong August Anniversaries
7/04 Jim & Susie Leonhardt 8/05 Dwight & Carol Leonhardt
7/06 Sam & Cindy Hopkins 8/06 Darrin & Bobbi Feichtner
7/07 George & Kathy Sheets 8/10 Mat & Marcia Newcome
7/09 Rod & Raie Leonhardt 8.24 Michael & Leslie Gall
7/09 Ev & Nancy Maxfield 8/24 Michael & Angela Shipman
7/09 Eric & Sarah Gilbert 8/24 Nate & Nicole Brown
7/13 Doug & Linda Heydinger 8/25 Tim & Jackie LaRue
7/13 Brian & Rhonda Evak 8/26 Steve & Carla Seif
7/19 Ron & Roxanne Shipman 8/27 Mark & Cheryl Shilling
7/22 Dave & Sharon Shealy 8/29 Steve & Lynn Kocher
7/26 David & Kathy Halsey 8/29 Brodie & Andrea Taphorn

7/27 Dennis & Kathy Seifert
7/28 Jim & Sandy Erwin
7/31 John & Janis Grau



Remember our Shut in and Homebound Members

Trustwell Living Carlisle Place
John Barnhart

Westbrook Assisted Living
Helen Lyons

101 Westbrook Room 149

1721 Whetstone St. Apt 116
Upper Sandusky, Oh 43351  Birthday May 27

Bucyrus, Oh 44820 Birthday June 5

Trustwell Living Carlisle Place At Home

Chris Shealy Mary Ann McCallister
1721 Whetstone St. P O Box 27

Bucyrus, Oh 44820  Birthday January 25 Bucyrus, Oh 44881 Birthday November 4
Trustwell Living Carlisle Place

Walter Schimpf

1721 Whetstone St.

Bucyrus, Oh 44820 Birthday March 16

Wyandot County Skilled Nursing and Rehab Center
Florice Leonhardt Birthday April 25
Wyandot Cunty Skilled Nursing and Rehab Center
7830 St. Rt. 199

Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

Congratulations to Abby Taphorn who graduated this past spring from Ohio University. Also best wishes on the new
job.

We extend our sympathy to Jim & Sandy Erwin on the death of Sandy’s sister Phyllis Hyer.

Dear St. Paul Helping Hands,
Thank you very much for the breakfast invitation! Everything was delicious and much appreciated!! Also thank you
for the beautiful plant. We are so glad to be back!

In Christian love,

Dwight, Patty & Jackie

Outdoor Worship and picnic will be held August 23, 2026. It will begin at 10:00 with worship followed by lunch.
Melissa Shade will be in charge. Watch the bulletin for more details.

Church Council will meeting August 2 after worship. Note change in date.

SAVE THE DATE
We are getting a new Church Directory! Dates for the photos will be Monday, September 21 and Tuesday September .

22. Watch the bulletin for more details as we receive it closer to the time.

Committees for July: Altar:  Geroge & Kathy Sheets
Greeter: Marilyn Long, Roxanne Shipman
Visiting: Deb Feichtner, John & Linda Pfleiderer
Food:  Mike & Janelle Grube

Committees for August: Altar:  Jennifer Rinehart, Cindy Hopkins
Greeter: Jim Luidhardt



Connections Event

Our church directory will not be complete without you. Join us to
celebrate faith and family with our new church family album.

~ Schedule your professional photography session when you stop by the
sign-up table at the church or simply go online and follow the instructions

Celebrating faith. below. If we don't see your name on our list of appointments, you will
Connecting families. receive a phone call inviting you to participate.
Sharing hope.

~ Every sitting photographed by Universal will receive a complimentary

When people enter the doors of our : ,
8 x 10 portrait and a directory!

church they are looking for a place to

belong. Our directory brings us together ~ Universal provides a complete professional portrait studio right here at
to develop new relationships, connect our church! You'll enjoy a variety of poses, backgrounds, portrait sizes,
with our own families, and reconnect finishes and framing options for the opportunity to purchase portraits to

give to your family and friends.
Set your appointment with
Universal today at ucdir.com!
Gathering families, Connecting generations.

Directory Committee UNIVERSAL

CHURCH DIRECTORIES

with those we haven’t seen in a while.
Join us for this “Connections Event” and

be part of what God is doing right here
at our church!

Online Scheduling Available! Photo Appointments—--Mon., Sept. 21 & Tues. Sept. 22
To schedule your photography appointment online, simply go to www.uecdir.com, click on photography
appointment scheduling login on the right side, enter ch2991
in the Church Code field and enter member-SPLC in the Church Password field. Follow the prompts t_o
schedule your family’s appointment time. If you have 6 or more in your family please use 2 consecutive time
slots. The online scheduling option is available Monday through Friday. Appointments fill up quickly, so
schedule as soon as possible to secure your preferred date and time.
2025 Dear Family Letter






July 2026

Monthly Planner
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August 2026

Monthly Planner
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
April 12, 2026

John Britton called the meeting to order. Members present were Doug Ebbeskotte, Mark Ebbeskotte, Dan Feichtner, Jim
Crabaugh, Mike Geiger, John Britton, Mike Grube, Grant Geiger, Jim Shade, and Jeff Karl. Pastor Andrea and Susie
Sutherland were also present. Devotions were given by Jim Shade.

Secretary’s Report: Report reviewed. Jim Shade motioned to approve, and Grant Geiger seconded. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Report reviewed. Checking account balance is $28,659.74 as of March 31, 2026, with all bills paid.
Mark Ebbeskotte motioned to approve, and Dan Feichtner seconded. Motion passed.

Elder’s Report: Nothing to report.

Deacon’s Report: In March contributions to current funds reached $14,480.00, bringing the year-to-date total across all

giving accounts to $61,394.55. On average, 108 attended Sunday services with 85 receiving communion; 54 average
attendance at Lenten services.

Trustee’s Report: Discussed removing west-side church sidewalks, monitored a potential furnace leak, and found the
church mulch satisfactory for this year. Repaired vinyl flooring and preparing to replace a window at the parsonage, fixed
sod, serviced the mower, and tilled the garden and water line trench. Thanks to Dan Feichtner and Jim Crabaugh for
volunteering.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Andrea presented the monthly update, noting that she will be away on May 17, Pastor Katie
Borden to fill in. Confirmation is scheduled for April 26th. She also provided Pastor Brodie’s upcoming Navy training
dates.

Motion to approve all reports was made by Dan Feichtner and seconded by Doug Ebbeskotte. Motion passed.
Old Business: 1) Update provided on Elevator cell sim card for remote monitoring and support.
New Business: 1) Pastor Katie Borden will be serving as Supply Pastor on May 17.

2) The St. Paul Congregation approved a memorial donation of $200 from the congregation to a charity selected in honor
of Esala (Pastor Andrea’s mother). A motion was made by Jim Shade and seconded by Dan Feichtner; the motion carried.

3) The council discussed compensating lay ministers at $100 per service when Pastors Andrea and Brodie are unavailable.
A motion was presented by Mike Geiger and seconded by Mark Ebbeskotte to pay Charlie Britt and Jeff Karl each $100
for covering Good Friday service during Pastor Andrea’s absence; the motion carried.

4) An anonymous donation of $5,100, with no restrictions, will be allocated to special projects.

5) The possibility of inviting a classical music group to present a complimentary concert in July, open to other churches,
was discussed. Mike Geiger moved to approve the initiative, seconded by Mark Ebbeskotte; the motion passed.

6) Discussed moving $75K of the money from one of the savings accounts to CDs to earn better interest. Mike Geiger
moved to approve, seconded by Mark Ebbeskotte; the motion passed.

The next council meeting will be Monday, May 11* at 7:30 pm. With no further business, the meeting closed with the
Lord’s prayer.

leff Karl
Secretary



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
May 11, 2026

John Britton called the meeting to order. Members present were Doug Ebbeskotte, Mark Ebbeskotte, Dan Feichtner, Jim
Crabaugh, Mike Geiger, John Britton, Mike Grube, Grant Geiger, Jim Shade, and Jeff Karl. Pastor Andrea was also present.
Devotions were given by Doug Ebbeskotte.

Secretary’s Report: Report reviewed. Mike Geiger motioned to approve, and Mark Ebbeskotte seconded. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Report reviewed. Checking account balance is $36,279.74 as of April 30, 2026, with all bills paid. Jim

Shade motioned to approve, and Mike Grube seconded. Motion passed.

Elder’s Report: Nothing to report.

/
Deacon’s Report: Inw céntributions to current funds reached $14,760.00, bringing the year-to-date total across all
giving accounts to $86,565.67. On average, 127 attended Sunday services with 114 receiving communion.

Trustee’s Report: Replaced the parsonage water heater after a leak. Reset the address sign across the road after the light
and power pole were removed. Trimmed the trees in front of the church.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Andrea gave the monthly update, including her attendance at an LCMC ministry board meeting
and an upcoming meeting. She also noted that Pastor Brodie will be in chaplain training in June and July. Pastor thanked
the women of the church and congregation for providing food and support for the two recent funerals.

Motion to approve all reports was made by Mark Ebbeskotte and seconded by Doug Ebbeskotte. Motion passed.
Old Business:

1) Update on piano and violin concert in July by Mike Grube
2) Verified check is ready for the supply pastor on May 17t

New Business:

1) Discussed ordering pew cards; Pastor Andrea will follow up.

2) Mike and Grant confirmed with the bank that the $95,000 is in a CD that matures at the end of August. Discussed
its current earnings and next-step options.

3) Discussed whether the cross behind the pulpit should remain up year-round or only seasonally.

The next council meeting will be Sunday, June 14" after worship. With no further business, the meeting closed with the
Lord’s prayer.

leff Karl
Secretary



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
June 14, 2026

John Britton called the meeting to order. Members present were Doug Ebbeskotte, Mark Ebbeskotte, Dan Feichtner, Jim
Crabaugh, Mike Geiger, John Britton, Mike Grube, Grant Geiger, and Jeff Karl. Pastor Andrea and Susie Sutherland were
also present. Devotions were given by Mike Geiger.

Secretary’s Report: Report reviewed. Mark Ebbeskotte motioned to approve, and Mike Grube seconded. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Report reviewed. Checking account balance is $36,954.89 as of May 31, 2026, with all bills paid.

Discussed lease on the printer. Mike Geiger motioned to approve, and Doug Ebbeskotte seconded. Motion passed.

Elder’s Report: Nothing to report.

Deacon’s Report: For May, contributions to current funds reached $16,690.40, bringing the year-to-date total across all

giving accounts to $106,679.34. On average, 110 attended Sunday services with 97 receiving communion.

Trustee’s Report: Dan provided an update on the parsonage roof, noting that it is showing signs of age and will likely
need to be replaced within the next year or two. Potential replacement options were discussed. The cross at the front of
the church sanctuary was placed into storage. Jim Crabaugh trimmed the weeds around the church signs.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Andrea provided the monthly update. The NALC North Central Ohio Mission District Fall
Gathering will be held at the church on September 27 at 4:30 p.m. The women of the church are taking the lead in
organizing the event.

Motion to approve all reports was made by Dan Feichtner and seconded by Grant Geiger. Motion passed.
Old Business:

1) Pastors Andrea and Brodie worked with Verizon to set up a cellular SIM card for the elevator. Verizon installed
the card, and the system is now functioning. The Brightspeed landline account has been cancelled.

2) Discussed potential options for donating the interest earned from the CDs. Today the interest goes to the
checking account.

3) Discussed logistics for the upcoming concert scheduled for June 27.

New Business:

1) Discussed the possible need for a supply pastor on July 5. Kelsey Bacon was identified as a potential option,
though a supply pastor may not be needed.

2) It was noted that the church has a screen and projector. Potential uses for the equipment were discussed.

3) Reviewed estimates for trimming the trees at the parsonage. Mike Geiger moved to accept the estimate from A
Cut Above, and Mark Ebbeskotte seconded. Motion passed.

4) Discussed potential repairs to the garage floor at the parsonage.

5) Discussed providing a monetary gift to United in Harmony following their performance. Mark Ebbeskotte
motioned to approve giving $300; and Dan Feichtner seconded. Motion passed.

6) Melissa Shade will be coordinating the church picnic.

7) Discussed options for getting the church parking lot sealed.

The next council meeting will be Sunday, August 2" after worship. With no further business, the meeting closed with
the Lord’s prayer.

leff Karl
Secretary



July/August 2026

Church Staff
Andrea & Brodie Taphorn................... Pastors

Charlie Britt, Dave Halsey, Jeff Karl ..Lay Assistant

Joyce Schanzenbach..................... .Secretary
Kathy Sheets..............cooooii. Organist
Karen Schimpf.................... Assistant Organist
Susie Sutherland.......................... Bookkeeper
Roxanne Shipman. .......................... Choir
Cinidy HopKing. : s vucses i oo sasians i s sannsna o Bell Choir
Jill Rittenour........ Sunday School Superintendent
...................... .President, Women of Church
Amber Robertson.... ................. Youth Advisor
God Squad.................... Mark Schanzenbach
Eric Kocher. . .. ... .+ «.... Custodian

Church Telephone: (419) 562-5858
Parsonage Phone: (419) 562-5262
E-MAIL stpaullutheran@embarqmail.com
Web Page: www.stpaulsulphur.com

Congregational Council

John Britton Jim Crabaugh
Mark Ebbeskotte Jim Shade

Gant Geiger Doug Ebbeskotte
Mike Grube Mike Geiger

Jeft Karl Dan Feichtner

Congregational Officers

President . .............. John Britton
SECTOLAYY « s s a5 o5 5 o v sms Jeft Karl
Treasurer............... Mike Grube .

Assistant Treasurer....... Grant Geiger

“Hilltop News” is published by the community of faith
at St. Paul Lutheran Church,
4707 Ridgeton Rd., Sulphur Springs, OH 44881

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.

Worship, 10:00 a.m.

Communion First Sunday Of The Month




