


St. Paul Lutheran Church (NALC)
Fourth Sunday of Lent March 15, 2026
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Prelude

Gathering Hymn “Lamb of God™ C Hymn #302
Announcement

Favorite Hymn “Just As1 Am” G Hymn #296
Brief Order of Confession & Forgiveness Page 56
*The Apostolic Greeting Page 57

*The Kyrie Page 57

Hymn of Praise Page 58
*The Prayer of the Day Insert

Special Music Tom Bush

First Lesson [saiah 42:14-21
The Psalm Psalm 142
The Second Lesson Ephesians 5:8-14
The Verse “Return to The Lord” Page 63
*The Gospel Lesson John 9:1-41
Children’s Sermon Pastor Andrea Taphorn
Sermon Hymn “Amazing Grace” vs. 1-2 G Hymn #448
Sermon Pastor Brodie Taphorn
Sermon Hymn *Amazing Grace” vs. 3-4 G Hymn #448
Apostles’ Creed Page 65

Offering

Offertory Psalm

*Prayers/Lord’s Prayer Page 76

*Benediction

Closing Hymn “The Old Rugged Cross™ C Hymn #327
Postlude

*Stand as you are able



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are glad to have you
worship with us today.

Our prayers include those in nursing homes and home bound:
Mary Ann McCallister, Helen Lyons, Susie [.eonhardt,
Servicemen: Andrew Gendron.

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Michele Breyley
in memory her parents, Gene & Pat Morral.

This afternoon God Squad will be frosting cookies at Carlisle
(Trustwell Living) at 2 PM. All are invited to help or just visit
with the residents. St Paul has several member residing there.

Wednesday morning Bible Study for March 18 has been can-
celled and will resume March 25.

Wednesday Evening | .enten meals are at 6 PM with services fol-
lowing at 7 PM,

If you would like to donate candy or small items such as pencils,
crasers, stickers etc. for the children’s Easter treat bag and egg
hunt. there are baskets on each coat rack. Thank you.

Cemetery Clean up will be March 28. Please remove anything
you want saved before that date, also do not put any new items on
until after the March 28.

If anyone wants for reimbursed for providing food for the Lenten
Meals, see Susie Sutherland. It will be paid by the God Squad
account.

G od Squad meeting for March 26 has been moved to March 19
due to LifeWise gathering at Crestline on the 26th.



Giving for The Lord’s Ministry
March 8, 2026

Bell Choir 20.00
Benevolence 165.00
Current 2.411.00
Feed Crawford County 95.00
Filling Home 15.00
Into the Heart 20.00
Lutheran Home of Mercy 10.00
Missionary 40.00
NALC Seminary 65.00
NALC Disaster Relief 30.00
Orphans and Old Folks Home 35.00
Special Projects 20.00
Women of the Church 30.00
Total $2.956.00

Attendance 112
l.ent Service 56 $676.46

Noisy Change 3/1/26 $99.75

Anyone wanting to donate to the NALC Disaster Response may
mark your envelopes accordingly. Donations aid tornado and other
natural disaster victims.

Looking to connect with Pastor Andrea? You're always welcome
to stop by during office hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 9:00 AM-—
Noon. It another time works better for you, teel tree to call the church
office or reach out directly to Pastor Andrea (614) 256-4318 to set up
an appointment. She’d love to hear from you!



This Week at St. Paul

Sunday Sunday School 9 AM
Worshipl0 AM
Cookies at Carlisle 2 PM
Monday Dartball Make up game at Trinity Lutheran Crestline 7:30
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 9:30 AM
Lenten Meal 6 PM
Lenten Worship 7 PM
Thursday God Squad 7 PM
Sunday Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

The St. Paul worship services and sermons are recorded and available
to watch on the web page at www.stpaulsulphur.com or on St. Paul
Lutheran Church Sulphur Springs, Ohio YouTube. A live feed of
the worship service is available downstairs in the high school room.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
4707 Ridgeton Rd. Bucyrus, Ohio
419-562-5858
Pastor Andrea Taphorn
Pastor Brodie Taphorn
David Halsey, Lay Assistant
Organist Kathy Sheets, Assistant Karen Schimpf
Secretary, Joyce Schanzenbach
Choir Director, Roxanne Shipman
Bell Choir, Cindy Hopkins
Church Council President, John Britton
Sunday School Superintendent, Jill Rittenour
Email: stpaullutheran@embargmail.com
Web Page: www.stpaulsulphur.com
Webmaster, Sam Hopkins
samhopkins@columbus.rr.com
Pastor Andrea’s number 614-256-4318
Pastor Brodie’s number 614-204-3064
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The Light Gives Light

The book of Proverbs says that “the path of the righteous is like
the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day”
while “the way of the wicked is like deep darkness” (Proverbs 4:18).
Jesus is “Light of Light” as we confess in the Nicene Creed. He shines
in the midst of a perverse and deeply darkened world so that all flesh
might see the glory of God.

He heals a blind man on the Sabbath. The disciples quibble
over the question of the cause of blindness: “Who sinned, the blind
man or his parents?” They are oblivious to what the Lord is about
to accomplish. The Pharisees are more concerned that Jesus has
broken a regulation safeguarding the Sabbath. Ironically, the disciples
and the Pharisees are blinded by the Light! Their impaired vision
cannot comprehend that Jesus is “the true light, which gives light to
everyone” (John 1:9).

It is finally the blind man who sees and confesses Jesus as the
Lord that He is. Intoxicated by the righteousness of the Law, the
Pharisees cannot see, and their hearts are veiled (see 2 Corinthians
3:12-18). But with His words and touch, Jesus opens vacant eyes
to see, and a man born blind walks in the Light that cannot be
overcome by the darkness.

Renew me, O eternal Light,
And let my heart and soul be bright,

llluminated with the light of grace -

That issues from Your holy face (LSB 704:1). Amen. =

Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. ;
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Adapted from Portals of Prayer © Concordia Publishing House
cph.org/magazines

About the Cover: Jesus brought mud, washing, and His Word
together to give sight to a man who was born blind. Then Jesus used
His Word to let the man know whom he was looking at. The gift of
physical sight was only a preamble to the spiritual sight the man
needed to see the Son of Man. Jesus is still granting us the eyes of
faith to see His work. He unites His Word with water to wash away our
sin. He brings His Word together with bread and wine to give us His
very body and blood, given and shed for us. Jesus continues to open
eyes by faith, helping people see Him at work and delivering them
forgiveness of sins and eternal life.
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, grant that we, who for our evil deeds worthily
deserve to be punished, by the comfort of your grace, may
mercifully be relieved; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21

“For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and
restrained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 1
will gasp and pant. I will lay waste mountains and hills, and
dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and
dry up the pools. *And I will lead the blind in a way that they do
not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them.
[ will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places
into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake
them. "They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust
in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.”
"*Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! "Who
is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send?
Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the
Lorp? *He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears
are open, but he does not hear. ?’The Lorp was pleased, for his
righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious.



Psalm 142

Tcry to the Lorp | with my voice;*
to the Lorp I make loud | supplication.
’[ pour out my com- | plaint before him*
and tell him | all my trouble.
*When my spirit languishes within me, you | know my path;*
in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a | trap for me.
‘I look to my right hand and find no | one who knows me;*
I have no place to flee to, and no one | cares for me.
[ cry out to | you, O Lorp;*
[ say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land | of the living.”
°Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought | very low;*
save me from those who pursue me,
for they are too | strong for me.
’Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks | to your name;*
when you have dealt bountifully with me,
the righteous will gath- | er around me.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

8... {Fjor at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in
the Lord. Walk as children of light °(for the fruit of light is found
in all that is good and right and true), Yand try to discern what
is pleasing to the Lord. "Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. *For it is shameful even to
speak of the things that they do in secret. "But when anything
is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, *for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and
arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Gospel: John 9:1-41

'As {Jesus} passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?” *Jesus answered, “It was not that this
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. ‘We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. °As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” “‘Having
said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the



saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said
to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).
So he went and washed and came back seeing. *The neighbors
and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying,
“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” *Some said, “It
is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I
am the man.” °So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” "He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.
So I went and washed and received my sight.” "*They said to
him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” ®They brought
to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. “*Now
it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. °So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received
his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and
I washed, and I see” ®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man
is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there
was a division among them. So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” *The Jews did not believe that
he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight “and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this
is our son and that he was born blind. *'But how he now sees we
do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age. He will speak for himself.” **(His parents said these
things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was
to be put out of the synagogue.) “Therefore his parents said, “He
is of age; ask him.” #So for the second time they called the man
who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We
know that this man is a sinner.” ?He answered, “Whether he is
a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see” *They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” ¥He answered them, “I have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear
it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” *And they
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples
of Moses. #We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for



this man, we do not know where he comes from.” **The man
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. *We know
that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper
of God and does his will, God listens to him. **Never since the
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of
a man born blind. *If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born in utter sin,
and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. **Jesus heard
that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” *He answered, “And who is he,
sir, that [ may believe in him?” “Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” *He said, “Lord,
[ believe,” and he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “For judgment I
came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and
those who see may become blind.” **Some of the Pharisees near
him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?”
*Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt;
but now that you say, “We see,” your guilt remains.”

Lessons for Next Week: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130;
Romans 8:1-11; John 11:1-45 [46-53]

The Word of God — Weekly Scripture Inserts. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®). Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Psalms are taken from the Book of Common Prayer (public domain). Logo and art by Sola
Publishing (www.solapublishing.com). Permission is granted for subscribers to reproduce this sheet for local
congregational use.



Fourth Sunday in Lent March 15, 2026

For Abundant Mercy

Eternal God, Lord of mercy, you continue to pour out upon us
grace upon grace, blessing upon blessing; yet too often we fail
to recognize your blessings and our need for your grace. Grant
us the grace to set our minds on things above where Christ is
seated at your right hand and for Christ’s sake show us your
abundant mercy. Lord in your mercy...

C. Hear our prayer.

For Lent

Through the transforming work of your most Holy Spirit, keep
us mindful during this Lenten season of Jesus” journey to the
cross. Help us to contemplate the magnitude of your costly
grace, teach us to value that which is of surpassing worth, and
reveal to us the new things you are doing in our midst. Lord in
your mercy...

C. Hear our prayer.

For Those in Prison

God of justice, our Lord, Jesus, came to proclaim liberty to the
captive and release to those in bandage. We pray for those who
are incarcerated, that they may experience your mercy, so that
their lives would be transformed and set free from the chains of
sin. Lord in your mercy...

C. Hear our prayer.

For Recovery and Healing

Almighty and merciful God, your Son stretched out his hand to
heal the sick; bring sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, hope
to the despairing, and forgiveness to all. Reach out your hand
to touch and hold those for whom we pray, that they may expe-
rience your healing power. Lord in your mercy...

C. Hear our prayer.



