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February Birthdays

2/01 Keith Britton

January Birthdays 2/01 Jim Gearhart

1/01 Darren Pfeifer 2/02 Michael Grube
1/01 Tina Seiler 2/04 Danielle_Gacta
1/03 Dan Feichtner 3{02 Je.racl Seif .

1/05 Richard Schanzenbach 3"02 Timothy Miller
1/10 Steve Brause ~=f03 Kyle :Fenks

1/11 Savonna Perroud 2/06 Dennis Cleland
1/14 Trene Martin 2/07 Nathan Bloomfield
1/15 Becky Auck 2/08 Jill Rittenour

1/15 Karen Beck 2/08 Allison Johnson
1/15 Mandalyn Heckelman 2/09 Beth Peace

1/15 Bob Seigel 2/09 Ryan Main. Jr.
1/18 June Geiger 2/10 Ronald Hinamon
1/19 Travis Leonhardt 2/12 Emery Plamann
1/19 Pat Morral 2/15 Tyler Rittenhour
1/19 Steve Kocher 2/16 Vivian_SutherIand
1/20 Rochelle Leonhardt 2/17 Carl Rinehart
1/20 John Leonhardt 2/18 Mark Schanzenbach
1/21 Ben Ackerman 2/19 Andrea O'Connor
1/22 Marvin Kocher 2/19 Shelly Kocher
1/22 Cody Ulmer 2/21 Stephnie Scott
1/23 Darrin Feichtner 2/21 Abigail Karl

1/24 Adalyn Gilbert 2/23 Shawn Leonhardt
1/24 Jacob Grau 2/24 Jason Geiger

1/24 Becky Webber 2/24 Adam Grau

1/25 Christine Shealy 2/26 Jennifer R_mehart
1/27 Reegan Leonhardt 2/27 Terry Pfleiderer
1/28 Angie Booth 2/27 Brian Morrison
1/30 Todd Reffey 2/28 Sarah Leonhardt

February Anniversaries
2/05 Tom & Nan Kibler
January Anniversaries 2/07 Richard & Janet Harer
1/24 John & Linda Pfleiderer 2/10° Aaron & Charlie Britt
2/22 Charles & Margaret Brinkman
2/23 Russell & Michele Breyley
2/27 Eric & Shelly Kocher

We extend our sympathy to Jim & Ruth Crabaugh and Jeff & Deb Karl and family on the death of Ruth’s
Mother and Jeft™s Grandmother.

Also to the family of Graham Scott son of Todd Scott. who was killed an ATV accident in November.

We extend our sympathy to Kate Britton, John & Joy Britton and family, Sam & Cindy Hopkins and family
on the death of Charlie Britton November 27. Funeral services were held December 2 conducted by Gene
Luidhardt, SAM Minister. Interment was in St. Paul Cemetery.



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
November 10, 2024

John Britton called the meeting to order. Members present were Mike Grube, Jim Luidhardt,
Tim Miller, Mark Ebbeskotte, Doug Ebbeskotte, Ben Ackerman, Sam Hopkins, Tom Bush, and
Jim Crabaugh. Susie Sutherland was also present. Devotions were given by Mike.

Secretary's Report: Mike made a motion to approve the minutes as printed and Mark
seconded. Motion passed.

Treasurer's Report: Susie reported that the checking account balance was $84,357.76 on
October 31 with all bills current. Mark made a motion to accept the report. Jim L. seconded the
motion. Motion passed.

Elder's Report: Tom reported that communion was taken to the shut-ins.

Deacon's Report: Sam reported an average attendance of 99.5 for October services with
communion given twice during October with an average of 85.5 communed. The total giving for
September was $16,555.58 with $12,147 given to the current account. The year to date giving
for 2024 is $205,177.35.

Trustee's Report: Jim L. reported that he and Ben put new window well covers on at the
parsonage.

Sam made a motion to approve the preceding reports. Doug seconded the motion. Motion
passed.

Old Business: John reported that he had been in contact with Karen Scherner and she is
hoping to have the contents of the parsonage out by the end of the year. Jim L. reported that he
received estimates from Kinn Brothers, Eichhorn Heating And Air, and Zeigler’s Electrical
Service to be presented at the annual meeting.

New Business: Christmas decorations will be put up after the Thanksgiving Eve service on
Wed. Nov. 27 and Christmas caroling will be Dec. 8. It was decided that church fall clean up will
be Friday Nov. 29 at 8am. Christmas Eve service will be held at 4:30pm with Pastor Diana
Seaman giving the message. Mark made a motion to pay Trinity Lutheran Church Crestline
$250 for Pastor Seamans services. Tom seconded the motion. Motion passed. Sam made a
motion to give Pastor Paul Larson $200 and Pastor Penti Maki $300 for Christmas gifts from the
congregation this year. Jim L. seconded the motion. Motion passed.

The next council meeting will be held on Dec. 8 after church and John will have devotions. With

no further business, the meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Ben Ackerman
Secretary



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
December 8, 2024

John Britton called the meeting to order. Members present were Mike Grube, Jim Luidhardt,
Tim Miller, Mark Ebbeskotte, Doug Ebbeskotte, Ben Ackerman, Sam Hopkins, Tom Bush, and
Jim Crabaugh. Susie Sutherland was also present. Devotions were given by John.

Secretary's Report: Mark made a motion to approve the minutes as printed and Doug
seconded. Motion passed.

Treasurer's Report: Susie reported that the checking account balance was $96,287.93 on
November 30 with all bills current. Doug made a motion to accept the report. Tom seconded
the motion. Motion passed.

Elder's Report: Tom reported that communion was taken to the shut-ins. He also said they are
working on filling the ballot for the annual meeting.

Deacon’s Report: Sam reported 55 were in attendance for Thanksgiving Eve service with
$1,043 offerings received. He reported an average attendance of 95 for November Sunday
services with 85 communed. The total giving for November was $16,682.89 with $11,351 given
to the current account. The year to date giving for 2024 is $221,860.24.

Trustee's Report: Jim L. reported that Fox Plumbing and Heating will look at the parsonage
thermostats. He also reported that Ron Zucker will plow the church parking lot this winter.

Tom made a motion to approve the preceding reports. Doug seconded the motion. Motion
passed.

Qld Business: John reported that he has been in contact with the Scherner family and they are
still in the process of removing items from the parsonage.

New Business: Mark made a motion to pay Michael Shipman $30 per mowing for maintaining
the parsonage lawn this summer. Jim L. seconded the motion. Motion passed. John reported
that the church received a sizable anonymous donation. Jim L. made a motion to put $1000 of
this donation in the missionary fund, $1000 in the NALC Disaster Relief fund, and $1000 in
NALC Seminary fund, with the balance going to the Special Projects fund. Mark seconded the
motion. Mation passed. Jim L. made a motion for Lenton services to be held at 7pm with
offerings going to organizations as follows: Ash Wednesday - Women of the Church; Maundy
Thursday - LifeWise, Good Friday and the five Wednesday Lenton services - to be divided
equally between American Cancer Society Road to Recovery, Salvation Army, and Born.
Communion will be held on Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday. Tom seconded the motion.
Motion passed. Treasurer books need turned in by Jan. 12 to be audited. Council worked on
the 2025 budget. John plans on having a Gideon speaker sometime after the first of the year.

The next council meeting will be held on Jan. 12 after church and John will have devotions.

With no further business, the meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Ben Ackerman
Secretary



Remember our Shut-in and Homebound Members

At Home The Willows at Willard

Mary Ann McCallister November 4 Pat Morral Birthday January 19
P. O. Box 27 1050 Neal Zick Rd.

Sulphur Springs., Oh 44881 Willard. Oh 44890

Carlisle Place Carlisle Place

John Barnhart Birthday June 5 Chris Shealy Birthday January 25
1721 Whetstone St. Apt. 116 1721 Whetstone St..

Bucyrus. Oh 44820 Bucyrus, OH 44920

Westbrook Assisted Living
Helen Lyons Birthday May 27
101 Westbrook Room 149
Upper Sandusky, Oh 43351

January Committees: Altar: Michele Breyley February Committees: Altar Charles & Margaret Brinkman
Greeter: Roxanne Shipman Greeter: Dave & Bev Robertson
Mike & Janelle Grube
Visiting: Visiting: Amber Robertson
Food: Food:

Special thanks to our church family and friends for all the prayers. cards, flowers, and visits for Charlie over the
past few years especially following his fall and passing. Special thanks to Gene Luidhardt for leading the funer-
al. his comforting words. and to Kathy Sheets for the beautiful music. Also to the Women of the Church, all
who provided food or helped in anyway to serve the delicious meal following the service. We are truly blessed
to have a caring church family.

Kate Britton

John and Joy Britton & Family

Cindy and Sam Hopkins & Family

Thanks to John and Linda Pfleiderer for a nice visit and also for bringing us food from God Squad.
Kate Britton

Thank you Carolers. We appreciate you coming and caroling us Sunday afternoon. It was very much appreciat-
ed. The joy of the Lord is our strength and that was a very special day to us May God continue to bless each of
you as you minister to others in Jesus’ name. Thank you for the singing of carols, and all the gifts of love you
gave to us. May you continue to share your gifts of love to others. God loves you and we do too. Love in Jesus’
name. Don & Linda Heinlen

Dear St. Paul Carolers. Thank you so very much for once again. taking the time out of your busy lives to bright-
en Jackie's day with vour smiles and wonderful holiday tunes. Also thank you for the two adorable Christmas
cards. the beautiful poinsettia, and the delicious basket of goodies. It was all very appreciated. Thank again and
Christmas Blessing. Fondly. Jackie Lust

Dear Members of St. Paul. Just wanted to send a note of thanks for coming to Westbrook and sharing your joy-
ful voices with us Thanks too. for the pretty poinsettia and fresh fruit plate! It was all very thoughtful..
Sincerely. Nina Leitzy

Special thanks to the group of carolers who visited us on Sunday the 8ath. Thanks also for the plate of goodies
and pixie poinsettia. We truly enjoyed the visit. the music, and appreciated being included in your events.
Wishing Merry Christmas and God’s blessing to all of you in the New Year.

Gene and Pam Marquart



St. Paul Lutheran Church, Women of the Church Dec. 2024

December 4, 2024

The women of St. Paul Lutheran Church met for a Christmas Gathering. The event was attended by
twelve women. Each brought an appetizer or snack to share. Amber and Carrie thanked everyone
for coming. Carrie checked with Steve Auck and altar flowers will remain at $36 for now. While we
visited and enjoyed snacks and appetizers, we worked on our Christmas word scramble and
crossword puzzle. Later we gave all the answers for the puzzles and had a Christmas trivia game
with candy prizes. Amber read a devotional titled, “God’s Christmas Tree. New officers were
installed. Officers for 2025 are as follows:

President: Carrie Robertson

Vice President: Amber Robertson

Mission Action: June Geiger

Secretary: Laura Ackerman

Treasurer: Helen Luidhardt;, Asst. Treaurer: Jen Rinehart
Women Representatives: Janelle Grube & Shelly Kocher

Carrie held a Memorial Service honoring the following beloved women of St. Paul Lutheran Church
who passed away during the past year: Joyce Spiegel, Betty Ebbeskotte, and Dorothy Schott.
Carrie shared memories, specially selected Bible verse, and lit a candle to honor each of these
special women. Amber then helped us make a fun Christmas craft, alcohol ink Christmas
ornaments. Everyone's ornament looked great! The evening concluded with a drawing for several
door prizes.
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Monthly Planner
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On November 17 members of St. Paul went to Wal Mart after worship to shop for residents of
Luther Home of Mercy. The residents were very appreciative of all the gifts given to them for
Christmas. Thank vou to all who did the shopping. Funds were provided by Thrivent, St. Paul
Helping Hands and a private donation.

Women of the Church asked the congregation for help in collecting 525 cans of Cream of
Chicken soup to be given for the Bucyrus Backpack program. Over 700 cans were donated by

members of St. Paul.

Dear Members ot St. Paul

[ can’t begin to thank you enough for the generous amount of 700+cans of cream of chicken
soup. We will use this soup for our Christmas Holiday Bag. We do have a Facebook page so |
will post pictures of these 700 + cans and we post weekly about or bags. It was my pleasure to
sharing our story with all of you! You are a very giving congregation! Thank you all!

God Bless and enjoy this holiday season! Sincerely,

Kathy Wells



January/February 2025

Church Staff

................................... Pastor
David Halsey......oooveeveeviiiii Lay Minister
Pentti Maki. v aoconmvmmmmammmmmmasons Supply Pastor
Jovce Schanzenbach.....oovsmaneien .Secretary
Kathy Sheets........oooooviiiiiiiiiiiianes Organist
Katen Schiop. e ssom snom Assistant Organist
Susie Sutherland.................. Bookkeeper
Roxanne Shipman. ... . . « « « coxeosssosenswness CHORE
Cindy HopKing: comns smps suspvsvsvesssas Bell Choir
Jill Rittenour........ Sunday School Superintendent
Carrie Robertson... . President, Women of Church
Carrie & Amber Robertson.........Youth Advisors
Jennifer Rinehart .......... Vacation Bible School
Eric Kocher. . ... .. . ..... Custodian

Church Telephone: (419) 562-5838
Parsonage Phone: (419) 562-5262
E-MAIL:stpaullutheran’@ embargmail.com
Web Page: www.stpaulsulphur.com

=

Congregational Council

Ben Ackerman Tim Miller

John Britton Jim Crabaugh
Mark Ebbeskotte Jim Luidhardt
Tom Bush Sam Hopkins
Mike Grube Doug Ebbeskotte

Congregational Officers

President............. .John Britton
Secretary . ............. Ben Ackerman
Treasurer . ...............Jim Luidhardt
Assistant [reasurer......... Mike Grube

“Hilltop News™ is published by the community of faith
at St. Paul Lutheran Church.
4707 Ridgeton Rd.. Sulphur Springs. OH 44881

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.

Worship, 10:00 a.m.

Communion First Sunday Of The Month




