HE IS RISEN ! April 1, 2018

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Karen has been preparing the parsonage for Spring. She stopped long
enough to tell me, “There is still snow on the ground, but Easter is coming.” What
a delightful thought. Even our earth and world are ready to be renewed. Some
good Christians are offended by those of us who not only acknowledge the pagan
roots of Easter, but also celebrate some of the pagan rituals. How can you not
love the Easter Bunny, a leftover from the pagan roots of Eostre; or whose life
isn’t brightened by the colored Easter eggs and cards; and why should the child in
each of us not enjoy candy and cakes whether store-bought or home-baked? Is
there a better way to celebrate than to bite off the ears of a chocolate bunny?

Of course the answer is “Yes.” There is nothing wrong with any of these
festivities, unless they prevent us from celebrating the resurrection of our Lord
and Savior. If somehow we allow ourselves to be satisfied with all the trimmings
and join our secular friends in celebrating the Spring Equinox—nothing less but
also nothing more—then Easter will become another empty promise or just
another vacation holiday, good for sleeping in, but nothing more.

If we fail to recognize and acknowledge the Risen Christ, we will forever be
stuck in the endless pain of Good Friday. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “...if
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins...if in
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.(1 Cor.
15:17-19) (ESV).

But in fact Christ has been raised. Call off the pity party. Enjoy the cookies
and chocolates Be ready to move from Good Friday to Easter. As the German
theologian and pastor, Jurgen Moltmann, reminds us, God weeps with us on
Good Friday, so that we can laugh with him on Easter, and in eternity.

HE IS RISEN INDEED!
Blessings,

Hans Scherner, Pastor
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Julie Teynor
Susan Sutherland
D-Ann Geiger
Tonyva Geiger
Wade Hopkins
FEldon Campbell
Sarah Beck
Melissa Shade
Charlie Britton
Trevor Seif

Brad Stuckman
Jennifer Geiger
Hans Scherner
Stacie Hargis
Richard Lyons
Betty Pfleiderer
Kathy Sheets
Alan Leonhardt
Marjorie Shealy
Karen Scherner
Blake Rittenhour
Tom Miller
Caeden Pfeifer
Rachel Webber
Dolores Geiger
Brady Sheets
Rhonda Campbell
Nick Rowland
Florice Leonhardt
Justin Leonhardt
Dorothy Schott
Steven Kocher

April Anniversarics
4/12 Doug & Veronica Vandayburg
4/15 Jim & Helen Luidhardt
4/15 Matt & Kayla Kline
4/24 Mike & D-Ann Geiger
4/30 Mark & Julie Teynor

Garrett Billings was confirmed on Palm Sunday.
March 25. He is the son of Todd & Betty Jo
Billings.

Congratulations to St. Paul Dartball Team
for winning the tournament in Bracket A.

Congratulations to the winners of the 2nd
Annual Quiz Bowl. Team members were
Marilyn Long. Charlie & Maddie Britt and
Madison Rinchart. This same team also won
last years Quiz Bowl.

Welcome to Lance Billings who transferred
his membership from Good Hope Lutheran
to St. Paul.

The prayer meeting will be held on Tuesday.
April 2 at 6:30 It will be held in the Pastor’s
Office.



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
March 11. 2018

David H. called the meeting to order. Devotions were presented by Sam. Members present were
Dan Feichtner. Eric Kocher. Mark Ebbeskotte. Tim Miller, Bob Geiger, Sam Hopkins, Carl
Rinehart. and Doug Ebbeskotte. Pastor Scherner was also present.

Secretary’s Report: Mark made a motion to approve the minutes as printed and Tim seconded.
Motion passed.

Treasurer's Report:  The checking account balance is $48.629. Tim reported that all bills are
current. Bob will serve as the Assistant Treasurer for this year. Eric made a motion to approve
the Treasurer’s Report and Dan seconded. Motion passed.

Deacon’s Report: Sam reported an average attendance of 120 for the month. The communion
count was 97. Ash Wednesday attendance was 85 with 81 communed. The total giving for the
month was $15.501, with $10.,952 current giving.

Trustee's Report: A replacement motor for the organ humidifier has been purchased since the
current one has acted up. Tim installed new LED lights in the office. The elevator passed the

February inspection.

Elder’s Report: The elders noted that things are going smoothly. Mark reported that the organ
had recently been serviced by our new service company.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor presented a log of his hours. He has asked the singing group United In
Harmony to sing at church on July 29th. Pastor reported that he will be taking some time off on
April 12-16 and the 22" Pastor is planning a four Saturday scminar on preaching.

Doug made a motion to approve the preceding reports and Sam seconded. Motion passed..

Old Business: Dave reported that Sheriff Kent was working on a safety program for churches in
light of recent shootings at churches. A new portable sound system has been purchased. More
discussion was held about buying an automatic defibrillator. The price is approximately $1.700.

New Business: Eric made a motion to approve Garrett Billings confirmation. Sam seconded.
Motion passed. Bob made a motion to approve Shawn, Susan, Samantha, and Shawn Auck as
members. Dan seconded. Motion passed.

The next council meeting will be held on Apr. 8. Devotions will be presented by Tim. The

meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Eric Kocher, Secretary



Rebecca Circle will meet April 3 at 7:00 at the church Dorcas Circle will meet April 4 at 9:30 at the church

Bible Study: Bev Robertson Bible Study : Marilyn Long
Devotions:  Bev Robertson Devotions:  Marilyn Long
Hostess: Bev Robertson Hostess: Meet at church

Committees for April:

Altar:  Roxanne Shipman & Kathy Sheets
Visiting: Roxanne Shipman, Bev Robertson
Greeter: Joyce Schanzenbach & Linda Peppard
Food: Marilyn Long, Betty Ebbeskotte

Mark your Calendars: Mother/Daughter/Women’s Tea will be held April 29. Marla Dunn will provide the program.
She will share her inspirational story about the trials she has experienced in her life. and the blessings God has provided
that changed her life. Marla is a former teacher of Buckeye Central Schools and now resides in Fredericktown. She

is now an Educator and an Independent Distributor of Young Living Essential Oils. The program will begin at 2:00.

Thank vou to St. Paul God Squad and the members of the congregation of St. Paul Lutheran Church for your generous
donations to the students of Galion Primary School. The boy’s winter coat. the boy’s sweatshirt and the girl’s fleece
jacket will all help to keep children warm. They boy’s underwear, girl’s underwear. and sweatpants will help to keep
children dry. The sanitizer, socks, hats. gloves. lice kit, lice mousse. lice conditioner. and hair supplies will all help
kids in need.
God is working through all of you to be a blessing in the lives of these children. Jesus loves the little children. All the
children of the world. Red. and yellow, black. and white. they are precious in his sight. Jesus loves the little children
of the world. Thanks so much for helping the children of my world.

Love

Rhonda Evak

Dear Thrivent.

Thank you for your generous gift to our children at Hannah Crawtford Elementary. It will help many families in
need. It is because of organizations like yours and the good people at St. Paul Lutheran church that we can help
those children who need it the most.

Thank you.

Michele Breyley



Women's Brief Board Meeting
Sunday, February 25, 2018

Betty called a brief board meeting after church February 25, 2018. Seven members attended.
Betty read a devotion on Lent and opened the meeting with prayer.

Barb made a motion and it was seconded by Margaret to approve the secretaries report as
read in the previous newsletter.

Marilyn reported a balance of $1,412.32 with all bills paid.

Mission Action, Margaret and Karen, reported that the women are invited and asked to
bring their daughters along to the next working meeting. It will be held immediately after church
March 18th. They will provide a light lunch and then the women will be making bags for Haiti.
They asked for approval to buy crosses ahead that they give to the confirmands. The lady that
makes them is getting older and having some health issues. Barb made the motion, seconded
by Marilyn for the ladies to go ahead and purchase the crosses she has made.

Vice President, Joy, announced that the Mother Daughter Party will be held Sunday,
April 29th. The time and more information will be coming soon.

New Business
Betty and Marilyn told about the upcoming Women's Retreat to be held at the Camden Fall's in

Tiffin, Ohio. Marilyn has attended before and said it is very inspirational and encouraged the
women to attend. It is called “God's Special Possession”, based on | Peter 2:9. It will be held
on Saturday, April 14, 2018. The cost is $28.00 for early registration. It will go to $30.00 after
April 6th. The doors open at 8:00 a.m. Marilyn suggested getting there on time as there were in
the upper 300’s that attended last year. The day begins at 8:45 a.m. and is dismissed at 3:30
p.m. Both a continental breakfast and lunch will be provided. Registration forms are on the
hutch in the entryway. Please fill it out and you may give it and your money to Marilyn Long by
Sunday, March 25th, and she will send them in.

The tentative date for honoring our high school and college graduates will be Sunday, May

20th, immediately following church.
Deb will be asking Joyce to have our shut-in members listed in the newsletter each time and
where they are currently residing. This will help the monthly visiting committee and also
members that wish to visit or send them an occasional “thinking of you™ or “birthday” card.
The meeting closed by saying the Lord's Prayer.

Deb Feichtner, Secretary



GOD SQUAD MINUTES
February 22, 2018

Members present at the God Squad meeting were Mark Schanzenbach,
Susie Sutherland, Dorothy Schott, Amber Robertson, Carrie Robertson, Charlie
and Kate Britton, John Pfleiderer, Hans and Karen Scherner

Karen began our meeting with devotions.

Treasury report is $5,543.00.

We discussed updates on our church family.

Dorothy shared that she and Kate have been busy visiting and sharing
cookies from our Carlisle Cookie day.

OLD BUSINESS:

The trip to the Ark Encounter is set for May 5% We decided to go with the
All-Ways tour bus. We will need at least 30 people to commit by Easter in order
to go. Members will be encouraged to invite friends and family. We will have
them pay the full amount due at that point in order to hold the bus reservation.
We will put a registration form in the bulletin to be turned into any God Squad
member with the full payment. John will contact All-Ways to see if the date is
available. We will have a short meeting to discuss this after church this Sunday,
the 25™. We will also finalize the times then.

The Cookies at Carlisle were a success. We were pleased with the turnout
of our church members who joined the fun. The Carlisle staff was glad to have us
come and would love for us to come back anytime.

We received thank-yous from the schools for our donations of supplies.
The lice kits were mentioned in particular. Carrie shared that this was a good
time of year to help out because supplies tend to run low about now. The variety
of items was helpful. In fact, some of the students were already benefitting from
them. The needs may differ from year to year so it was appreciated that we
asked what their particular needs were for this year. A suggestion was made to
select one Sunday a month to collect a specific item.

Carrie contacted Carles to set up an account for gift baskets. We need to
specify St. Paul Sulphur Springs for the account. We will then be invoiced. Carle’s
will charge if they make up the basket so it would be best if we make up the
baskets ourselves. Krogers was suggested as a less expensive alternative. Mark
will check with Theresa Bush to see if we can set up an account there. It was
suggested to limit the baskets to once a year per family. Hans will write a



personal note to put in each basket. Amber suggested using tote bags with a God
Squad logo on it. We will need someone to coordinate this ministry with a pool of
helpers to fill the totes and then deliver them to the family. We can make up a
suggested list of items to include in the tote. Chris Krahling’s name came up as a
possible coordinator. Mark will check with her.

NEW BUSINESS:

The Youth Group will be making Easter cookies again. We will buy some to
be delivered to the shut-ins. Kate and Dorothy will put together a list of shut-ins
and how many cookies we will need.

Sam would like to be able to put pictures on our internet site and other
social media. Hans will look into a release/authorization for parents to sign so the
pictures can be posted. We will also use this release for VBS forms.

Susie introduced the ministry of Eight Days of Hope. It's an outreach to
help families in disaster hit areas in our country. This includes rebuilding, feeding,
rapid response and distribution of appliances, furniture, etc. We will contribute
$500.00 to them.

The Quiz Bowl will be on March 11" at 3:00 pm in the sanctuary. Sign-up
sheets for teams are up. Carrie and Amber are looking for suggestions for games.
God Squad will provide raffle prizes and pizza afterwards.

Cemetery Walk will be August 12"". We are looking for suggestions of
people of interest who are buried in our cemetery. We also may include the
Union Cemetery.

The Scioto Ridge Boys will come either the g™ or 30" of September. They
will sing a song or two during the service and then a concert after the service for
about 30 minutes. We will then have a lunch in the fellowship hall. Susie is
coordinating the meal.

Mark looked into the price of buying lanyards with St. Pauls Lutheran
Church written on the neck strap. The clasp holds a plastic envelope in which we
can put the names of whoever is helping with the function. The purpose is for
people to recognize who are the helpers. These can be used by all our different
ministries. Amber will also check on prices of lanyards.

We discussed having members fill out an “Opportunities to Serve” form on
which they can check which areas they have a talent and/or interest in serving.

Our next meeting will be March 22", Amber will have devotions.

Karen Scherner



Members Shut-in

Maplecrest

Helen Noblit Birthday May 26
Loyd Kocher Birthday July 19
Altercare

Elden Campbell Birthday April 7

Kathryn Hoover Birthday Sept 13

Carlisle House

Lois Walker Birthday Sept. 15

Paul Leonhardt Birthday July 30
At Home

Lois Leonhardt Birthday March 31

1123 Victoria Drive

Bucyrus. Oh

Kermit & Evie Kibler Birthday Feb. 7

705 Sunset Dr. Birthday Feb. 23 (Evie)

Bucyrus. Oh

Le Etta Green Birthday Jan.24
6139 Swabb Rd
New Washington, Oh

Carol Green
6174 Swabb Rd
New Washington. Oh

Paul Ebbeskotte Birthday Jan. 5
6945 Sandusky St
Chatfield. Oh

Dorothy Brause D-21  Birthday Mar. 27
Gables of Kent Ridge

5241 Sunnybrook Rd.

Kent. Oh 44240
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