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March Birthdays
3/02 Mark Teynor
3/02 Cory LaRue
3/06 Jim Crabaugh
3/07 Shawn Auck
3/07 Charlotte Powell
3/07 Elizabeth Geiger
3/08 Ruth Crabaugh
3/08 Nancy Maxfield
3/08 Steve Seif
3/11 Rhonda Evak
3/12 Andrew Johnson
3/12 Elijah Reffey
3/13 Ross Newcome
3/15 Veronica Vandayburg
3/16 Tom Widman
3/16 Walter Schimpf
3/19 Russell Breyley
3/19 Doug Ebbeskotte
3/19 Hanah Wilson
3/21 Jacquie Stuckey
3/21 Brock Scott
3/21 Branson Scott
3/21 Sarah Gilbert
3/22 Morgan Young
3/22 Alan Young
3/23 Jim Shade
3/23 Charlie Britt
3/24 Eric Kocher
3/24 Nancy Allamon
3/24 Victoria Shipman
3/26 Angela Rayborn
3/29 Randi Webber
3/30 Owen Kocher
3/30 Bob Geiger
3/30 Carla Seif
3/30 Todd Billings
3/31 Janel Brause

March Anniversaries
3/07 Jim & Ruth Crabaugh
3/07 Larry & Jenny Leonhardt
3/16 Brad & Nancy Stuckman
3/20 Rich & Chris Krahling
3/28 Adam & Sara Bartinakas

We extend our sympathy to the Robertson
Family on the sudden death of Carrie. She
passed away February 13. Services were
held at St. Paul on February 17 and were
conducted by Pastor Joe Beran. Interment
was in Oakwood Cemetery, Bucyrus.

April Birthdays
4/01 Julie Teynor
4/02 Susan Sutherland
4/04 D-Ann Geiger
4/04 Tonya Geiger
4/05 Wade Hopkins
4/07 Deb Karl
4/09 Melissa Shade
4/10 Charlie Britton
4/10 Trevor Seif
4/11 Brad Stuckman
4/13 Jennifer Geiger
4/17 Ariel Bloomfield
4/18 Betty Pfleiderer
4/18 Alan Leonhardt
4/18 Kathy Sheets
4/19 Blake Rittenour
4/19 Karen Scherner
4/20 Tom Miller
4/21 Caeden Pfeifer
4/22 Rachel Webber
4/23 Brady Sheets
4/24 Nick Rowland
4/25 Florice Leonhardt
4/25 Justin Leonhardt
4/29 Steven Kocher

April Anniversaries
4/15 Jim & Helen Luidhardt
4/15 Matt & Kayla Klime
4/24 Mike & D-Ann Geiger
4/30 Mark & Julie Teynor



St. Paul Lutheran Church
2025 Annual Meeting
January 19, 2025

The 2025 Annual Meeting was called to order by John Britton. John led the congregation in
devotions. 83 people were present. Mike Geiger made a motion to accept the 2024 annual
meeting minutes. Ken Geiger seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Nominating Committee Report: Tom Bush thanked the nominating committee. He presented
the 2025 ballot and asked for nominations from the floor. Chris Krahling made a maotion to
accept the ballot and Eric Kocher seconded the motion. Motion passed. Carrie Robertson
made a motion to have a congregational vote to extend a call to Pastors Andrea and Brodie
Taphorn. Motion was seconded by George Sheets. Motion passed.

The results of the election are as follows: President -John Britton, Elder-Mark Ebbeskotte,
Trustees-Jeff Karl and Dan Feichtner, Deacon-Mike Geiger, and Memorial Committee-Rhonda
Evak. The congregation voted 71 yes to 6 no, to extend a call to the Taphorns.

Elder’s Report: Mark Ebbeskotte thanked the call committee for all of their hard work. He also
thanked John Britton for leading the church through this transition. He hopes the church will be
open to change with the new pastors.

Auditing Committee: Dave Robertson reported that all submitted books were reviewed and
found to be in good order. This year's auditing committee was - Jen Rinehart, Ruth Crabaugh,
and Dave Robertson.

Treasurer’s Report: Susie Sutherland reported that the checking account balance as of
12/31/24 was $94,862.39 which is an increase of $23,534.06 over balance as of 12/31/23. She
also pointed out the assets as of 12/31/24 are $250,499.64 compared to $285,326.29 as of
12/31/23.

Deacon’s Report: Sam Hopkins referred to the report as printed. He commented on how
generous the church has been with their giving. Total giving was $250,075.25 for the year with
$150,815 going to the current fund and $44,830 going to special projects.

Memorial Committee: Marilyn Long reported that there is a balance of $5,402.73 in checking
and $19,401.03 in savings as of 12/31/24.

Women of the church: Helen Luidhardt reported that there is a balance of $2,285.10 as of
12/31/24 and savings account balance is $453.31 as of 12/31/24.

Sunday School: Michelle Breyley reported the balance as of 12/31/24 is $1,831.90 in checking
account and savings balance is $4,873.21.

Cemetery Report: Mike Geiger reported that he is always looking for volunteers to serve on the
cemetery board.

Youth Group: Carrie Robertson reported that there is a 12/31/24 balance of $9,102,14.

God Squad: Mark Schanzenbach reported that they are always looking for new members.
There is a checking account balance as of 12/31/24 of $3,386.27.

Helping Hands: Bev Robertson reported the 12/31/24 account balance is $2,357.33. She also
reported that their only source of funding is through Thrivent Choice Dollars. See her or Mark if
you have questions on how to designate your Choice Dollars to the church.

Jim Shade made a motion to approve the preceding reports. Mark Ebbeskotte seconded the
motion. Motion passed.




Old Business: The following has taken place at our church over the last year:
East and West sanctuary stained glass window restoration projects

Parking lot sealed and striped

Sealed church masonry

Replaced missing trim on steeple

Replaced many of the green Lutheran Books of Worship

Blue Celebration hymnals were donated by the Donald and Polly Schimpf Family
United in Harmony performed during a worship service

Office copier and furniture were updated

Presented Schimpf scholarship to a college senior

Adult Sunday School was resumed with Jeff Karl and Mark Schanzenbach leading
Represented at the 2024 NALC online mission convocation by Jeff K. and Mark S.
Church picnic held at Aumiller Park

One day Bible School event at fire department

God Squad pancake breakfast held in Sulphur Springs

Over Seventy Dinner was held

Christmas caroling group caroled

New Business: John reviewed the 2025 budget. Motion by Eric Kocher to approve the budget
and Doug Heydinger seconded the motion. Motion passed. Jim Luidhardt presented quotes for
installing air conditioning in church sanctuary and/or church fellowship hall. Jim Shade made a
motion to table discussion on air conditioning and have a vote in one month on various options.
Ken Geiger seconded the motion. Motion passed. John reported that the Taphorns will possibly
move into the parsonage Feb. 21-23. Mike Geiger made a motion to have the parsonage
professionally cleaned regardless of the cost. June Geiger seconded the motion. Motion
passed. Jim Shade made a motion to move the annual meeting back one week to Jan. 25,
2026 with a snow date of one week later. Doug Heydinger seconded the motion. Motion
passed. John wanted to thank the following for their support over the last year: church council,
call committee, supply pastors for filling in, lay ministers, Eric Kocher for cleanup, Sam Hopkins
for videos, Kathy Sheets, Karen Schimpf, Roxanne Shipman and the choir, Cindy Hopkins and
the bell choir,and Tom Bush all for their musical talents, Joyce Schanzenbach church secretary,
Joyce Bloomfield for the decorative bulletin boards, Susie Sutherland church book keeper, God
Squad, memorial committee, women of the church, Tom Bush and Dave Halsey for helping take
communion to shut ins and George Sheets and Jim Luidhardt for advice. He also thanked his
loving wife Joy for all of her support. He wanted to thank the congregation for staying unified.
The congregation is very appreciative of John for his leadership and hard work the past two
years.

Next year's annual meeting will be held on Jan. 25, 2026 with a Feb. 1, 2026 snow date.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Ben Ackerman
Secretary



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
January 12, 2025

John Britton called the meeting to order. Members present were Mike Grube, Jim Luidhardt,
Tim Miller, Mark Ebbeskotte, Doug Ebbeskotte, Ben Ackerman, Sam Hopkins, Tom Bush, and
Jim Crabaugh. Susie Sutherland was also present. Devotions were given by John.

Secretary's Report: Sam made a motion to approve the minutes as printed and Tom seconded.
Motion passed.

Treasurer's Report: Susie reported that the checking account balance was $94,862.39 on
December 31, with all bills current. Jim L. made a motion to accept the report. Mark seconded
the motion. Motion passed.

Elder's Report: Tom reported the names that will be on the 2025 ballot for the annual meeting.

Deacon's Report: Doug reported there were six services in December with an average
attendance of 113.38. The total giving for December was $28,215.01 with $12,700 given to the
current account. The year to date giving for 2024 was $250,075.25 with $150,815 going to the
current account.

Trustee's Report: Jim L. reported that a couple of lights in the church basement had bulbs
replaced with LED lamps. He also is getting estimates for painting at the parsonage. Fox
Plumbing & Heating came to look at the furnace at the parsonage.

Mark made a motion to approve the preceding reports. Tim seconded the motion. Motion
passed.

Old Business: Discussed city water hook up to the parsonage. Council will revisit this in the
next couple months.

New Business: Mike made a motion to approve the call committee's recommendation to extend
a call to Pastors Andrea and Brodie Taphorn and to hold a congregational vote at the annual
meeting on extending a call from the congregation. Sam seconded the mation. Motion passed.
Ben made a motion to approve the agenda for the 2025 annual meeting. Doug seconded the
motion. Motion passed. Mark made a motion to approve the 2025 budget for the annual
meeting. Jim L. seconded the motion. Motion passed. St. Paul is tentatively planning on
having a Gideon speaker on Feb. 23. John thanked the council members for all of their hard
work this year. Members completing terms are: Tim Miller, Ben Ackerman, Sam Hopkins, and
Mark Ebbeskotte.

The next council meeting will be held on Feb 9 after church and Tom will have devotions. With
no further business, the meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Ben Ackerman
Secretary

A special meeting was held after church on Jan. 19, 2025. John presented estimates for
painting the parsonage from Roelle Painting in Galion. The cost would be $8400 for the entire
project. Mark Ebbeskotte made a motion to go ahead with this project. Tom Bush seconded the
motion. Motion passed.



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
February 9, 2025

John Britton called the meeting to order. Members present Mike Geiger,
Mike Grube, Mark Ebbeskotte, Doug Ebbeskotte, Jim Luidhardt, Susie
Sutherland was also present. Devotion’s were given by Mark.

Secretary Report: Doug made amotion to approve the minutes as printed.
Mike Geiger second. Motion passed.

Treasurer Report: Susie reported checking account balance of $101,008.01
with all bills current. Mark made a motion to approve the report, Mike
Grube second, motion passed.

Elder Report: All is well, Communion was taken to the shut ins.

Deacon Report: Doug reported average attendance for January 87.4, total
giving for the month of $15,836.66 with $12,560 given to current.

Trustee Report: AC was discussed, waiting on few updates. Parsonage was
cleaned by e Maids. Painting is progressing great at the parsonage. Elevator
has been state inspected.

Old Business: None

New Business Doug moved, with the loose offering included that we give
$350.00 to the Gideons, second by Mike Gieger. Motion passed. Mark
Ebbeskotte moved , Mike Geiger second to accept trough transfer of Cindy
Markley from St. Paul’s Bucyrus. Motion passed.

The next council meeting will be held March 9 after church. Tom Bush will
have devotions. With no further business we closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Jim Luidhardt
Acting Secretary



St. Paul Lutheran Church, Women of the Church

The Women'’s executive board members met on Feb. 10, 2025 at 6:30pm at the church. All eight
members were present, plus one guest, Jennifer Geiger. Before the meeting started Carrie handed
out the 2025 Women of the Church program booklet for us to review.

Carrie called the meeting to order and opened with a devotion titled Grace & New Beginnings.
Laura passed out the secretary’s report from the previous meeting to review. Janelle made a
motion to accept the report and Amber seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Helen reported that the women of church have a balance of $2532.10 in our account as of today.
Amber made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and June seconded the motion. Maotion
passed.

Family Paint Night was held on Nov. 17. Everyone had a fun time.

Also, the combined Thank Offering Sunday/100 Anniversary Celebration of Women of the Church
went well, and many nice comments were received. Over 700 cans of cream of chicken soup were
collected and donated to the Bucyrus Backpack program. We have had many compliments on how
pretty the new advent wreath looks.

The 2025 executive board members are as follows:

President: Carrie Robertson; Vice-President: Amber Robertson
Treasurer: Helen Luidhardt, Asst-Treasurer: Jen Rinehart
Secretary: Laura Ackerman

Mission Action: June Geiger

Women Representatives: Janelle Grube and Shelly Kocher

Jennifer Geiger told us about her recent mission trip to the Dominican Republic and thanked us for
our generosity and for the donations and support with the Fill the Suitcase program.

Pastors Andrea and Brodie and family will be arriving at the end of February. We discussed making
up a welcome basket for their arrival. Amber will purchase some gift cards and some items from
Crawford County to place in a basket for them. March 2 will be the Taphorn’s first Sunday at St.
Paul. The Women will host a social hour after church with cookies and refreshments

We also decided to volunteer for the March 12 Lenton Meal. We will serve beef and noodles,
mashed potatoes, and dessert.

The next meeting will be held on April 28.
The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Laura Ackerman

Secretary



Remember our Shut-in and Homebound Members

At Home
Mary Ann McCallister Birthday November 4
P.O. Box 27
Sulphur Springs, OH 44881

Carlisle Place

John Barnhart Birthday June 5
1721 Whetstone St. Apt. 116

Bucyrus, Oh 44820

Carlisle Place

Chris Shealy Birthday January 25
1721 Whetstone St.

Bucyrus Oh 44820

Carlisle Place

Geneva Cleland

1721 Whetstone Ave.

Bucyrus Oh. 44820 Birthday December 15

Westbrook Assisted Living
Helen Lyons Birthday May 27
101 Westbrook Room 149
Upper Sandusky, Oh 43351

The Willows at Willard

Pat Morral Birthday January 19
1050 Neal Zick Rd.

Willard, Oh 44890

Congregational Meeting was held after worship on January 19, 2025. Council elected were:
President John Britton, Elder Mark Ebbeskotte, Deacon Mike Geiger. Trustees Jeff Karl & Dan
Feichtner., Memorial Committee Rhonda Evak

Congregation voted to extend a call to Pastor Brodie & Andrea Taphorn. They will begin in March.

We welcome Cindy Markley to our St. Paul Church family. She is transferring from St. Paul in Bucyrus.
Also welcome to Pastors Brodie & Andrea Taphorn as our new pastors.

Lent will begin Ash Wednesday, March 5 with services beginning at 7 PM. God Squad will be having
Supper before each service. beginning at 6 PM. Offering will go to Women of the Church. Offering on
Maundy Thursday will be given to LifeWise, On Good Friday and the other five Lenten services the offering
will be divided between American Cancer Society Road to Recovery, Salvation Army and Born. There will
be Communion on Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday.

Cemetery clean up day will be April 5, Please remove anything you want to save by that date.



Dear Friends of His Hands Extended Soup Kitchen.

We count it an honor to serve hot meals to the ones in need in this region and we are blessed that you have joined us in
this ministry. Many people are ministered to through your generous donation of food. finances. paper products, and
Service. A scripture in Proverbs 19:17 states: Mercy to the needy is a loan to God and God pays back those loans

in full. We thank you so much for your support.

Many Blessing,

Pastor Dan Rebon

Dear Friends in Christ.
Thank you so much for the beautiful Christmas gift we received from you in December. It is a joy to worship with you
and an honor and privilege to serve God's people at St. Paul Lutheran. We pray for God’s Wonderful Blessings for
you in the New Year! In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Paul & Kristi Larson

Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church.
Thank you for your gift of $770.00 for 2024. Your gift has helped us continue helping children with medical needs
that would otherwise go untreated. We will continue to help each child that comes into our care with clean water,
education. and future medical needs as they arise. We can change the world helping one child at a time.
We are always looking for more fundraising ideas or assistance with missions, if God has laid this on your heart.
Thank you again!  God Bless.

Holly Christini

Dear Friends.
Thanks to your generous gift of $685.00. you have made a difference with your support for Genacross Lutheran
Service. where needed. Your gift is deeply appreciated and allows Genacross Lutheran Services Foundation the
ability to support unparalleled Christian care to so many in need. Our caring employees provide excellent services
and care to over 3.500 residents and care recipients because you gave to the Genacross Lutheran Services Foundation.
You and your loved one will be in our prayers that you might remain connected to us by our mission statement
“Inspired by the Christian faith”, we embrace individuals and families with compassionate care and services through-
out life’s journey™.  Sincerely,

Michael A George. CFRE

Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Thank you for your prayers and gift of $2.235.00 to World Mission Prayer League. This helps us as global
workers to share the gospel with those who are least able to have heard or benefited from its transforming power.
Diedone and Serafina Panzo

World Misson Prayer League (Missionaries)

Dear Church Members.

Thank you for your generous gift supporting our ministry. We are grateful for your ongoing support!
Jean Cohrs

The Filling Homes Foundation

Dear Friends.

Thank you for you recent gift of $620.00 to Luther Home o f Mercy. In the new year we are remembering last year's
blessings and looking forward to our 97th year of ministry with you. Your gift helps our ministry to thrive and offers
opportunities for individuals to flourish. May God’s love light your way and lead you into a joyful year. Sincerely.
Melissa Gregg
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March/April 2025

Church Staff

Andrea & Brodie Taphorn................... Pastors
David Halsey........cccooviiiiiii Lay Minister
Pentti Maki..osoom vnsmvesmisy dsns smessss Supply Pastor
Joyce Schanzenbach..................... .Secretary

Kathy Sheets...cccumumavastausemmasmurans Organist
Karen Schamipf.. cocoieoen v snis Assistant Organist

Susie Sutherland.......................... Bookkeeper
Roxanne Shipman. . ... i s s sivers senviss CHOIE
Cindy HopKins.........cccvviiniiiinininnan, Bell Choir
Jill Rittenour........ Sunday School Superintendent

Carrie Robertson.... President.Women of Church
Carrie & Amber Robertson .... ..Youth Advisors
Vacation Bible School Jennifer Rinehart
God Squad................o Mark Schanzenbach
Etic KOCher: . . - oo s cn vies ¢ 505 5 wnsnnss 'CUustodian
Church Telephone: (419) 562-5858

Parsonage Phone: (419) 562-5262
E-MAIL:stpaullutheran‘@embargmail.com

John Britton

Congregational Council

Jim Crabaugh
Jim Luidhardt
Sam Hopkins
Mike Geiger

Dan Feichtner

Mark Ebbeskotte
Tom Bush

Mike Grube
Jeff Karl

Congregational Officers

President . ... ........... John Britton
i L AR
Treasurer................Jim Luidhardt
Assistant Treasurer......... Mike Grube

“Hilltop News™ is published by the community of faith
at St. Paul Lutheran Church.
4707 Ridgeton Rd.. Sulphur Springs. OH 44881

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.

Worship, 10:00 a.m.

Communion First Sunday Of The Month




